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I. Introduction: Plato and Fluffy


• Dogs: I think I’m going to be a dog-person in heaven…


• Plato’s influence on our thinking


• Plato and his philosophers believed that the world is inherently evil and to be 
escaped from as disembodied souls into eternal bliss. The world, as a matter 
of fact, wasn’t even real. It was an illusion. But those higher thinkers 
(philosophers) who followed the unction of their souls would escape He held 
that this world was an illusion and that only forms (ideas) were real. But this 
world is only available to people who allow their souls to guide them. 
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• This thinking began to heavily influence Christian thought beginning 150-200 
years after Christ. This is where some of our ideas for the afterlife come from 
(i.e. Going to heaven after death; Jesus saving our souls; the world being 
destroyed/ceasing to exist).


• Some of our greatest theologians were platonists: Clement; Origen; Thomas 
Aquinas; Augustine - thinkers that greatly influenced Christian development.


• Gained a lot of steam in the Middle Ages and its momentum has never 
stopped.


• N.T. Wright sums up modern Christian thinking on the afterlife: “the created 
world is at best irrelevant, at worst a dark, evil, gloomy place.”  This has led 
to “a massive assumption…made in Western Christianity that the purpose of 
being a Christian is simply, or at least mainly, to ‘go to heaven when you 
die.’”  He goes on to critique the church, saying, “texts that don’t say that 
but that mention heaven are read as if they did say it, and texts that say the 
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opposite, like Romans 8:18-25 and Revelation 21-22, are simply screened 
out as if they didn’t exist.”  
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• Kainos: 


• Kainos Conference: “Creating Multi-ethnic communities” (Brian Loritts; Dr. 
John Perkins; Tony Evans; John Piper) 


• Meaning: Something qualitatively transformed in a fundamental way 
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• This word is used in verse one for “new” in our text today when the Apostle 
John says that at some undisclosed point in the future, God will create a new 
heaven and a new earth…


!
II. Text: Revelation 21:1-8

1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. 


• An entirely new heaven and new earth or a renewed one?


• The sea was no more: The sea was not only fearsome to the ancients, but 
throughout Revelation (and in Daniel), it symbolically represents the source of 
Satanic interference in our world; the deep, dark place out of which beasts 
emerge. Yet, it’s hard to believe that there will be no large bodies of water in the 
new world, especially since God declared it to be good when he created it in 
Genesis 1. So it stands to reason that what passes away is not necessarily the 
first heaven and earth, but the brokenness of it.


• I suspect that the next few verses will interpret this one.


• Regardless, it really doesn’t matter if there is a brand new earth-heaven or a 
repaired one. The fact is that followers of Jesus will live in a real, physical, whole, 
sinless, perfect world with real bodies for all eternity with God and with each 
other.


!
!
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2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 


• City = people


• New Jerusalem: Previously, Jerusalem, which represents God’s people, was 
trampled over by the nations in chapter 11. Now she is impervious. (Remember, 
we’re talking about people, not an actual city.) 


• The people of God are a bride: Adorned = prepared


• When was this time of preparation? Throughout our testing NOW.

!
3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God 
is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will 
be with them as their God. 


• This harkens to the Immanuel prophecy in Isaiah and in Matthew 1.


• Isaiah 7:


• Israel had split into two nations: Northern Israel and Southern Judah. 
Idolatrous Northern Judah (aka Ephraim) was allied with Syria to fight off 
their arched enemy, Assyria, the dominant military power of the region. They 
were pressuring Judah to join them, but young King Ahaz refused, which 
caused them to go to war against Judah. But Ahaz considered going to 
Assyria for help. The prophet Isaiah came to Ahaz with a prophecy that a 
young woman would have a child named, Immanuel, which means, God with 
us. Isaiah went on to tell him that before the child knew good from evil that 
Ephraim and Syria, “smoldering stumps,” as he referred to them, would be 
deserted countries. The Assyrians would destroy them. And they did. 
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• This Immanuel-child could have been Isaiah’s son, or Ahaz’s son, Hezekiah 
(Jewish tradition), or any child born to any Jewish woman (signifying that the 
birth of a new generation meant that Judah did, indeed, survive the attack of 
Ephraim and Syria). 


• The Immanuel prophecy was a warning. God loves his people and wants to 
be with them as they navigate through this dangerous world. And it’s critical 
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that God’s children do not seek alliances with pagan nations. Faith is the act 
of choosing to trust God as your source, your shield, and your satisfaction in 
this world. We live in a world that pressures us to abandon this value (which 
is why this world needs to be made new!).  


• But there is a twist to this prophecy. In chapter 8, God tells Isaiah that Judah 
will also one day be swept away into captivity, yet reminds him that God is 
with them, as well. 


• The idea with this Immanuel prophecy was that David’s throne would always 
be established - even through the darkest of times. 


• Matthew 1:22-23: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they 
shall call his name Immanuel”


• Fast-forward to Matthew. Israel is no longer two countries, but one under the 
dominion of Rome. Jerusalem is controlled by a foreign military presence. 
Hope is just about gone after centuries of being conquered and laughed at 
by foreign nations. Religion abounds, yet people doubt God even remembers 
them anymore. They have suffered for so long. And a man - a God-man - 
named Jesus emerges doing the impossible: casting out demons, healing 
the sick, preaching with authority like they had never seen. Matthew says he 
is the ultimate fulfillment of the Immanuel prophecy. He IS God with us.


• And he did something that no one before him ever did: Unlike Ahaz and his 
son Hezekiah - and unlike us, Jesus was faithful to God the Father. For us. In 
our place. Now those who put their trust in Jesus as their source, shield, and 
satisfaction - their provision, protection, and pleasure, will know God’s 
presence in their lives more than any person before them.


• Every one of us craves God’s presence. With every bitter thought, we are 
saying we want wholeness. With every angry emotion, we are saying we 
need God’s care. With every defeated emotion, we are crying out for him. 
And its this verse, Matthew 1:22-23, that connects the beginning of 
Matthew’s gospel with the end, Matthew 28:18-20, “And Jesus came and 
said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
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the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, 
to the end of the age.”  Matthew begins with Immanuel, God with us, and 
ends with “Go” because God is with us. He is now calling us to faithfulness. 


• What is it that Isaiah and Matthew and, ultimately, Jesus, are trying to do? 
Get us closer to the presence of God. As a matter of fact, God has been at 
work throughout all of human history nudging his people toward his 
presence. From Adam to Noah to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob to Moses to 
David to Jesus, God has been nudging us closer to him. The world gets 
farther and farther from God; the community of believers get closer and 
closer.


• But Jesus’ work isn’t finished. We’re not there, yet. We still live in a dark world, full 
of pain. And this is why Revelation 21:3 is so sweet: “Behold, the dwelling place 
of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God 
himself will be with them as their God.” 


• Jesus’s personal ministry was but a foretaste of this. In the mean time, we 
have:


1. The written word of God;

2. The Body of Christ (each other);

3. The Elements of the Lord’s Supper (body and blood);

4. The Spirit of God within (Crying out “Abba Father” : In giving us new 5

life, God has forever “ruined” us. He deposited his Spirit within our 
hearts, who cries out for God the Father, to be with him. The Spirit 
within us will forever compel us to look unto Revelation 21:3. 


• But all this is incomplete until Revelation 21:3…

!
4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither 
shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have 
passed away.” 
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• When we finally get to Revelation 21:3, we will experience eternal relief. We will 
experience:


• Love without being undermined by hate at times


• Joy without seasons of depression and sadness


• Righteousness without cycles of sin-craving


• Transparency without temptation to hide or lie or embellish


• The dysfunction and demonic oppression of the former things will forever pass 
away.


!
5 And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” 
Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 


• Note the tense: He is currently making all things new. 


• This begs the question of how? (Matthew 28:18-20)


• We are part of this process of making all things new. It matters what we do now!

!
6 And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the 
end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment. 


• “Done”: This is under way and inevitable. 


• A&O: God has authority over all of human time.


• 22:1 tells us that the water of life is the unceasing flow of life from God the Father 
and God the Son to faithful believers.


!
7 The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my 
son. 


• God isn’t telling us to just hold on for dear life. He’s telling us to be faithful! Work 
with him! Be a part of what he is doing!


• This is not about earning salvation. (Note verse 6: “without payment”). Rather, this 
is about faithfulness to God. It’s about a person who takes his or her salvation 
seriously. 


• Matthew 28:18-20: God’s presence a promise for “goers”


• Isaiah 8: Judah told to be faithful to God in light of the Immanuel prophecy
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• This is why The Revelation begins with a call to certain churches (chapters 
2-3) to be faithful: 


1. Ephesus: Endured, hunted down false teaching, and were 
doctrinally sound, but they lost their love for Jesus.


2. Smyrna: Devil is throwing you in prison to test you, but be faithful 
and you’ll receive the crown of life.


3. Pergamum: They held fast to Jesus’ name, but they compromised 
by eating food sacrificed to idols and participating in sexual 
immorality.


4. Thyatira: Loved and served, but tolerated bad teaching and also 
ate food sacrificed to idols and engaged in sexual sin.


5. Sardis: Their church was all hype. They looked like they were alive, 
but were dead. 


6. Philadelphia: Endured persecution and John told them to hold fast 
to their faith.


7. Laodicea: Were blinded by their affluence saying they “needed 
nothing.”  So John called them to repent.


• God saved us not to wait it out, but to conquer. To overcome. These words were 
written, first, to those struggling churches - struggling in persecution, sin, or lazy 
affluence. 


• This is why he can say the following…

!
8 But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually 
immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns 
with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.”


• These kinds of people are incompatible with the new world, the new Jerusalem, 
and the King of Kings. 


!
III. Conclusion


• God is currently preparing his church for marriage. Everything we experience is 
a preparation so that we will be ready for our groom, the Lord Jesus.
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• Like God with his church, I’m preparing my children for marriage one day. 
Marriage is the stage on which my life plays out and it will be for them, as well.


• I know that what I model they will naturally gravitate to. I’ve seen it too much to 
ignore it. (Children who enter into abusive relationships after growing up in an 
abusive home.)


• Here’s what we want for our children - how we’re steering them:


• Emotionally Whole (cope well with meanness and severe people; not to be 
boy-crazy or girl-crazy, but focused on their schoolwork and family life; 
appreciate good art and literature rather than overdosing on cheap pop-art; 
develop their natural talents)


• Relationally Functional (no manipulative behaviors like the silent treatment 
or angry outbursts or silly passive-aggressive comments intended to harm 
others; intellectually honest and able to admit wrongdoing)


• Self-Respecting (Don’t want them in toxic codependent friendships or 
dating relationships in which they are emotionally abused)


• Gospel-Centered (love scripture; fear God; morally upright)


• Disciplined (work hard; work well; develop their minds)


• Highly Empathetic (relate other people’s pain)


• Our goal is to construct whole people whom we can present to God with a clear 
conscience and to their future mates. 


• We want our children to only be compatible with whole people. (But to love and 
serve ALL people.)


• God is doing the same with us. God is preparing us for a real, tangible, perfect 
new world. Only whole people will see this kingdom.


!
!
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