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I. Daniel’s Prophecy: The Coming Kingdom 

A. Situation

1. Jews in captivity in Babylon.

2. Paying for their own idolatry, the corruption of their own kings, and are now 

enslaved under pagan kings who do not fear God. (Being like the world isn’t 
all it’s cracked up to be.)


3. Pining for deliverance: the kingdom of God (rather than their own rule or the 
rule of pagans) (In Rick Warren’s list of “five global giants” that bring about 
human suffering, he notes a “lack of servant leadership.”   You could also 1

call it egocentric leadership.)

4. Daniel: captive servant of King Nebuchadnezzar. 


B. Story

1. Troubling Dream: Nebuchadnezzar had a troubling dream and demanded 

that his enchanters not only interpret it, but tell him what his dream was. 
(Daniel 2:1-11)


2. Threatened Enchanters: When the king sought to kill all his enchanters, 
including Daniel, Daniel requested a short reprieve so he could consult with 
God for the interpretation, which God did reveal to him. (Daniel 2:12-23)


3. Trash-Talking: As Daniel stood before the king, he informed him that no 
enchanter, magician or astrologer can reveal the king the mystery he asked, 
but in 2:28 - and this is where it gets really good - “there is a God in heaven 
who reveals mysteries, and he has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar 
what will be in the latter days.”  In other words, God is ruler of time and 
history; not Nebuchadnezzar! (Keep in mind that Daniel is not saying this 
from a position of power, but of weakness. This is like the cancer patient 
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saying, “God is ruler of my life!”  This is the bereaved person exclaiming, 
“God knows the end from the beginning!” So don’t blow this off as pious 
religious jargon. Daniel was suffering, yet confident.) (Daniel 2:24-28) 


4. Towering Image: First, Daniel shared the dream. It was of a large, gleaming 
statue, so large that it was frightening. The head was made of fine gold, the 
arms and chest of silver, it’s torso and thighs were made of bronze, the rest 
of its legs were iron, and its feet were a composite of iron and clay. 
Suddenly, a stone that was carved by no human hand struck the statue, 
grinding it into powder that blew away in the wind. But the stone became a 
mountain and grew to fill the whole earth. (Daniel 2:29-35)


5. Truth/Interpretation: Nebuchadnezzar and Babylon were represented by the 
head of gold. But another inferior kingdom will rise and rule the earth, 
followed by another, and yet another. But God will establish a kingdom that 
will stand forever. (Daniel 2:36-45)


C. Implication: This prophecy was one of many in the Old Testament that wetted 
the appetites of God’s people for a better time, an age in which they would no 
longer be dominated by sin-filled, self-centered, pagan kings. They were waiting 
for a world in which evil, like that idolatrous statue, would be ground into 
memories and be blown away. They would rejoice in their God together as his 
chosen, delivered people. 


D. Enter the Messiah…


II. John’s Prophecy - Matthew 3:1-12 
A. Story


1. Repent: John, the last of the Old Covenant prophets, comes preaching that 
the Messiah is on his way. Consequently, he said that the people needed to 
repent in anticipation of his imminent arrival. After all, he is the king and they 
must be ready to obey him. When he comes, everything changes.


2. The River: So multitudes came out to be baptized by him at the Jordan River 
- quite a prophetic destination; the river that Israel crossed when they 
invaded the land of Promise to purge it from pagan idolators. Almost 
certainly, the act of baptizing there stirred up Israelite patriotism for a whole 
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new political order in which God was their king while simultaneously raising 
the eyebrows of their Roman occupiers.


3. Change: As he baptizes them, he commands them to bear fruit to maintain, 
or keep, their repentance. He tells them that those who don’t walk it out are 
in danger of being cut down like a tree and thrown into the fire. He tells them 
that there is no virtue in merely being Jewish. They must be obedient. They 
must change their ways. (Did you know that by the Spirit, every believer can 
change?)


4. Baptism: He then said that he baptizes with water, but the Messiah would 
“baptize…with the Spirit and with fire” (Matthew 3:11). He continues, “His 
winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather 
his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 
fire” (3:12). 


B. Implication: 

1. Two-fold Baptism: “The Coming One would bring a two-fold baptism: Some 

would be baptized with the Holy Spirit and experience the Messianic 
salvation of the Kingdom of God, while others would be baptized with the 
fires of eternal judgment.” 
2

2. Like a Farmer: Verse 11 reveals a Messiah who will deal with the human race 
in a manner similar to a farmer who threshes wheat. He will separate the 
good grain from the chaff that will be disposed of in “unquenchable fire.” 


3. So far, so good. The Messiah is mighty and will bring about the justice that 
the people of God have craved for so long. But is this how it turned out?


III. John’s Question - Matthew 11:3-6 
A. Story


1. Prison: Fast-forward to Matthew 11:1-6. John has been arrested for riling up 
the Jewish people. He is viewed as a threat to the political stability of 
Palestine. From prison, John sends his disciples to ask Jesus in verse 3, 
“Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?”
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2. Diminishing Faith? Some people think that this question betrays John’s 
diminishing faith. Maybe the duress of prison has weakened his resolve. But 
just a few verses later Jesus says that John is no “reed shaken by the 
wind” (Matthew 11:7). 


3. Where’s the Winnowing Fork? So what is John’s problem? John is 
wondering where the winnowing fork is. The judgment of fire? Why is corrupt 
Herod still in office? Why do the Roman occupiers still police the streets? 
Why do sinners still run the world? Where is the great God-carved stone that 
will grind the heathen to smithereens? 


4. An Unexpected Ministry: Jesus sends word back to John to encourage him, 
to tell him to keep his head up. In Matthew 11:4-6 he says, “Go and tell John 
what you hear and see: 5 the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, 
lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the 
poor have good news preached to them. 6 And blessed is the one who is not 
offended by me.”


B. Implications

1. Kingdom at Hand? John came announcing that the kingdom was at hand. 

Jesus did the same. Was the kingdom at hand? Yes! And the proof of the 
arrival of the kingdom was (and is) people experiencing the blessings of 
God’s loving rule in their lives, being delivered from the power of Satan, and 
freed from the dominion of sin in their lives. (Have you submitted to God’s 
rule?)  Jesus came first to bring sight to the blind, empower the lame to 
walk, cleanse the lepers, restore deaf people’s hearing, and preach the good 
news to the poor. But one day, the whole cosmos will be invaded by the full 
weight of the kingdom of God. The whole earth “will be set free from its 
bondage to corruption” (Romans 8:21). As Isaiah said in 11:4-6, “he shall 
strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he 
shall kill the wicked. 5 Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, and 
faithfulness the belt of his loins. 6 The wolf shall dwell with the lamb…”  


2. Now and Not Yet: We live in an overlapping time in which the powers of the 
age to come are present, but not in full. Healing and disease continue to 
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coexist. Restoration and brokenness still coincide with each other. Life and 
death still share the same bed. Theologians refer to this time as “now and 
not yet.”  In other words, the kingdom has come now, but not yet in full.
[Diagram]


3. Mountains: How can we explain this duplicity? Why did the Old Testament 
prophets not speak so clearly about this? Maybe the following analogy that 
someone once told me will help us wrap our minds around this. The Old 
Testament saw the future, but not with clarity. To them, their oracles looked 
like a mountain range on the distant horizon. It appeared two-dimensional. 
Flat. Like a painting. The mountains looked like they stood side-by-side. But 
the closer you get to a mountain range, you begin to see the mountains take 
on a third dimension. They grow taller, more vast. They separate themselves 
from one other, sometimes by miles and miles. And, all of a sudden, you find 
yourself standing within a mountain range that fills the horizon and stretches 
in every direction as far as the eye can see. (This is how it feels where my 
wife grew up.)  The prophets of old had the 2-D view. But we New Testament 
people of God have more depth perception. We’re standing in the middle of 
the mountain range. We have zoomed in and can see the stages of world 
redemption with more clarity. John the Baptist, who only knew the writings of 
the Old Testament prophets, didn’t have this view. 


IV. Standing In the Jordan River 
A. John the Baptist’s words echo throughout history as we stand in the Jordan 

River today.

B. And just like the seven churches that we discussed last week in the Book of 

Revelation, God calls us to faithfulness in this present evil age. 

C. We should anticipate the wholeness and worship that will one day fill the new 

earth by living in wholeness and worship now. As Isaiah said in chapter 2 
beginning in verse 2 of his book:


“It shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the house 
of the Lord shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and 
shall be lifted up above the hills; and all the nations shall flow to it, 3 and 
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many peoples shall come, and say: “Come, let us go up to the mountain 
of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his 
ways and that we may walk in his paths.”  For out of Zion shall go the 
law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 4 He shall judge between 
the nations, and shall decide disputes for many peoples; and they shall 
beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war 
anymore. 

And what is it that Isaiah pleads with God’s people to do in light of this 
imminent event? Look at verse 5…

5 O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord.


V. Prayer: Let us walk in the light of the Lord! 

VI. The Lord’s Supper: Revere our God. 
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