
December 6, 2015

The Gift | Fully & Eternally Blessed 
Deuteronomy 28:1-9, 15-20 

Prayer 


Public Reading 
1 "And if you faithfully obey the voice of the LORD your God, being careful to do all his 
commandments that I command you today, the LORD your God will set you high 
above all the nations of the earth.

2 And all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, if you obey the voice 
of the LORD your God.

3 Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed shall you be in the field.

4 Blessed shall be the fruit of your womb and the fruit of your ground and the fruit of 
your cattle, the increase of your herds and the young of your flock.

5 Blessed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl.

6 Blessed shall you be when you come in, and blessed shall you be when you go out.

7 "The LORD will cause your enemies who rise against you to be defeated before you. 
They shall come out against you one way and flee before you seven ways.

8 The LORD will command the blessing on you in your barns and in all that you 
undertake. And he will bless you in the land that the LORD your God is giving you.

9 The LORD will establish you as a people holy to himself, as he has sworn to you, if 
you keep the commandments of the LORD your God and walk in his ways. 

-----

15 "But if you will not obey the voice of the LORD your God or be careful to do all his 
commandments and his statutes that I command you today, then all these curses shall 
come upon you and overtake you.

16 Cursed shall you be in the city, and cursed shall you be in the field.

17 Cursed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl.

18 Cursed shall be the fruit of your womb and the fruit of your ground, the increase of 
your herds and the young of your flock.

19 Cursed shall you be when you come in, and cursed shall you be when you go out.

20 "The LORD will send on you curses, confusion, and frustration in all that you 
undertake to do, until you are destroyed and perish quickly on account of the evil of 
your deeds, because you have forsaken me. - Deuteronomy 28:1-9,15-20
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Slides — Victims' faces

• Why didn't God protect these believers? 


- Did God punish them for some sin unknown to us?

- If you embrace prosperity theology, you must interact with this question 

because prosperity theology assumes a happy, protected, and long life for 
believers who are faithful to God.


- We all know faithful followers of Jesus who seemed to tragically die before their 
time.


- Perhaps our understanding of the bible is flawed...


Slides — Old vs. New Covenant 

• Old Covenant blessings — Conditional; performance-based (Deuteronomy 28)

• New Covenant blessings — Jesus faithfully and perfectly met all God's conditions; 

those of us who are in Christ inherit Jesus' eternal, abundant blessedness the 
moment our souls are raised from the dead.


- Ephesians 1:1-3:

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, To the saints who 
are in Ephesus, and are faithful in Christ Jesus: 

2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ.

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places


- Romans 8:16-17: 

16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of 
God, 17 and if children, then heirs-heirs of God and fellow heirs with 
Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be 
glorified with him. (The blessings we hope for are associated with the 
New Creation)


Slide — Nature of OT & NT Blessings 
Old Covenant New Covenant

Tied to the land (conquest) Anticipating the New Creation (mission)

Centered on the Tabernacle/Temple 
(presence of God)

Centered on the church, the new Temple 
(the body of Christ)

Physical blessings (physical ≠ material only; 
magnified God's glory, but terminated at death)

Spiritual blessings, anticipating glory (spiritual ≠ 
immaterial; gradually leaven the creation)
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This is why the Apostle Paul can speak the following way about money/
possessions... 
• "I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me."


11b ...I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content.

12 I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every 
circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, 
abundance and need.

13 I can do all things through him who strengthens me. - Philippians 4:11-13


• "Godliness with contentment is great gain"

6 But godliness with contentment is great gain,

7 for we brought nothing into the world, and we cannot take anything out of the 
world.

8 But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be content.

9 But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many 
senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. - 1 
Timothy 6:6-9


Back to the Victims... 
• These precious people died tragic deaths — deaths that will effect many others.

• But these people, from the moment the Holy Spirit opened their eyes to the beauty of 

Jesus, never spent a moment outside of God's blessing.

• And better yet, they are reveling in paradise and will one day be resurrected 


Takeaway 
• Having little isn't doesn't mean you're less blessed and having more doesn't mean 

you're more blessed. 

• Give thanks in all circumstances: "give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will 

of God in Christ Jesus for you." - 1 Thessalonians 5:18

• Pray for good things to happen, by all means.

• Know why you're praying for that — don't "ask amiss"

• Embrace a lifestyle of contentment


Physical prosperity Contentment

Old Covenant New Covenant
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