
June 28, 2015 

The Messiah’s Mountains
Matthew 3:1-17; 11:1-6

_______________________________________________________
I. Introduction:

• The SCOTUS ruling on Friday is at the forefront of many of our minds
- Some of us feel outrage: Our country seems to be slipping away
- Some of us feel happiness: Family & friends received our rights
- Some of us feel ambiguity: Bible vs. Empathy for Others
- Some of us don’t care: “This doesn’t affect me.”

• Today’s goal: To shepherd the poise of our hearts

• Future: Series on this subject (teachers and testifiers)

II. Text: Matthew 3:1-17

• 3:1-6 [1] In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness 

of Judea, [2] “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” [3] For this 

is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said,“The voice 

of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his 

paths straight.’”[4] Now John wore a garment of camel's hair and a 

leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. [5] 

Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were 

going out to him, [6] and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 

confessing their sins.
- Many responded to JTB’s teaching and repented because of the 

belief that their current hardships under Roman occupation meant 

God was judging them.
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• 3:7-10 [7] But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees 

coming to his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who 

warned you to flee from the wrath to come? [8] Bear fruit in keeping with 

repentance. [9] And do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have 

Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to 

raise up children for Abraham. [10] Even now the axe is laid to the root of 

the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down 

and thrown into the fire.
- JTB is snuffing out all vestiges of sin and hypocrisy. This isn’t merely 

about baptism, but bearing fruit.
- “Abraham”: Shows the religious mindset of the day - “that we’re 

children of Abraham, so we have a safety net, so John’s baptism is a 

formality to appease all the people.”
- JTB sees this and is angry.

• 3:11-12 [11] “I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is 

coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to 

carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. [12] His winnowing 

fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his 

wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
- JTB: If you think I’m intense, just wait until the Messiah comes!
- Mentality: Fruitless Jews and Pagans will be judged by fire
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• 3:13-17 [13] Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be 

baptized by him. [14] John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to 

be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” [15] But Jesus answered 

him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” 

Then he consented. [16] And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he 

went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, 

and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest 

on him; [17] and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved 

Son, with whom I am well pleased.”
- Jesus is already flipping assumptions (JTB: “I’m not worthy” to “you 

come to me?”)
- Everything JTB said was true. But his assumptions were not.
- We can be wrong even when we’re right. 

III. Text Transition

• 4:23-25 - Healing, not fire? Pagan disciples? [23] And he went throughout 

all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of 

the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the 

people. [24] So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought 

him all the sick, those afflicted with various diseases and pains, those 

oppressed by demons, epileptics, and paralytics, and he healed them. 

[25] And great crowds followed him from Galilee and the Decapolis, and 

from Jerusalem and Judea, and from beyond the Jordan. 

• 5:1-13 - God’s people peacemaking and suffering? [1] Seeing the crowds, 

he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came 
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to him. [2] And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: [3] 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. [4] 

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. [5] “Blessed 

are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. [6] “Blessed are those who 

hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. [7] 

“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. [8] “Blessed are 

the pure in heart, for they shall see God. [9] “Blessed are the 

peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. [10] “Blessed are 

those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. [11] “Blessed are you when others revile you and 

persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my 

account. [12] Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for 

so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. [13] “You are the 

salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be 

restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and 

trampled under people's feet.

• 5:43-44 - No vindication for the godly? Love enemies? [43] “You have 

heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your 

enemy.’ [44] But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who 

persecute you,

• 8:1-3 - Touched the untouchable/outcast [1] When he came down from 

the mountain, great crowds followed him. [2] And behold, a leper came to 

him and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, if you will, you can make me 

clean.” [3] And Jesus stretched out his hand and touched him, saying, “I 

will; be clean.” And immediately his leprosy was cleansed.
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• 8:5-13 - Proclaimed that a pagan Roman soldier’s faith was mightier than 

anyone he had ever seen in all of Israel (very offensive)

• 9:9-13 - Jesus called Matthew, a tax collector into his inner circle of 

disciples (scandalous!)

IV. Climax Text: Matthew 11:1-6

[1] When Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on 

from there to teach and preach in their cities.[2] Now when John heard in 

prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples [3] and 

said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 

[4] And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: [5] 

the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the 

deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news 

preached to them. [6] And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”

• All this assaulted John’s assumptions.
- Where’s the winnowing fork and baptism of awful fire for God’s 

enemies? Judgment? 
- What’s all this compassion, love, and suffering at the hands of 

evildoers?

• Mountain-range analogy
- All the prophets saw one, sweeping coming of the Messiah.
- But Jesus’ coming was actually two-pronged
- We carry on Jesus’ mountain ministry until he comes again!

V. Conclusion: Mountain Ministry

Bennett �5



June 28, 2015 

1. We must desire mercy for people; not fire.

• Jesus is coming to judge the nations. But we don’t want the nations to be 

judged; we want all to receive mercy, not fire!

• This is why we call people to repentance. This is why we share and live 

the gospel! 

• Followers of Jesus desire mercy for their opponents, not fire!

• We call people to repentance out of love! [Butterfield Book]

• Love
- Jesus said to love our enemies
- Paul said to speak the truth in love (Eph. 4:15)
- Love isn’t displayed merely by an attitude or in our tone of voice. 

Love is a relational poise; it’s a practice.
- The LGBT community needs to know what it’s like to be pursued and 

loved by God’s people. 

2. Get used to living in the tension of conviction and compassion.

• Being a person of truth is not diametrically opposed to compassion. It is 

not only possible to be a person of truth and love, God expects it of us. 

[Sauls & DeYoung Book]

• Because Christians have been the majority culture for so long, we’re not 

used to the defeat of our ideas and values. 

• Take heart! The gospel flourished in a pagan empire!

• Also, being in the majority has made us somewhat lazy. We haven’t had 

to defend our views until now. Interesting years lie ahead of us, but the 

sky isn’t falling! 

• [Wesley Hill book]
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3. Start Here…

• Sharing the gospel is intimidating enough. But how to share the gospel 

with people with people from the LGBT community? 
- You probably know someone from this community. Love this 

person. 
- Allow God to humanize these people, turning them from cartoons 

into real people with real, painful stories. 
- Emotionally connect with your family. Put them first. Ephesians 

5:21-33:

[22] Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. [23] For the 
husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, 
his body, and is himself its Savior. [24] Now as the church submits to 
Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands.

[25] Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave 
himself up for her, [26] that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by 
the washing of water with the word, [27] so that he might present the 
church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that 
she might be holy and without blemish. [28] In the same way husbands 
should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves 
himself. [29] For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and 
cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, [30] because we are members 
of his body. [31] “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and 
hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” [32] This mystery 
is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church. [33] 
However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see 
that she respects her husband.
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