
 

I. Introductory Thoughts 

A. What is a "Blended Family?" 

1. Two people with marital brokenness (divorce or death) 

2. Unique hardships traditional families don't have:  

a) New father or mother-figure in their home;  

b) New siblings and their idiosyncrasies; 

c) Their own brokenness in a new family context.  

3. If you're married, you are a blended family.  

a) Marriage is:  

(1) Blending together of two unique individuals, 

(2) From different backgrounds, 

(3) With diverse family cultures,  

(4) Who have their own quirks, 

(5) Are coping with their own distinct wounds, 

(6) Pursuing divergent passions, 

(7) Who are often stubbornly committed to their own expectations.  

b) This is why marital bliss often devolves into dysfunctional messiness.  

c) Eugene Peterson: "Wherever two or three are gathered together, 

problems develop. Egos are bruised, procedures get snarled, 

arrangements become confused, plans go awry. Temperaments 

clash. There are...marriage problems, work problems, child 

problems...emotional problems. Someone has to interpret, explain, 

work out new plans, develop better procedures, organize, and 

administer." - Eugene Peterson, The Contemplative Pastor (And he's 

not even talking about marriage here!) 
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II. Common Mistake:  

1. We're desperate to make the messiness go away; 

2. So we make our marriage circumstance-centered rather than person-centered; 

3. This dehumanizes the relationship; 

4. Satan's Trick: Get us focused on our spouse's behavior;  

a) That's not to say certain behaviors shouldn't be addressed (next week);  

b) We're tempted to focus on idiosyncrasies, not the heart. 

5. Result: When we try to make the messiness go away, we are emotionally 

cutting off our spouses. 

6. Ever wonder why you struggle sympathizing with your spouse's weaknesses? 

7. A word on the value of messiness:  

a) Proverbs 14:4: "Where there are no oxen, the manger is clean, but abundant 
crops come by the strength of the ox." 

b) Wanna grow? Then you have to endure a mess.  

c) Or...have a clean barn and remain the same person.  

d) In other words, Scripture is telling us something counter-intuitive: that if we 

want fruitfulness, longevity, and strength, our "barns" are going to be messy.  

III. 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 Context 

A. Not written in a void, without context; 

B. To believers whose love for one another was being challenged by their messiness: 

a) ch. 1-4: divisions in the church; rebellion against authority; 

b) ch. 5: Sexual immorality of the most deviant kind; 

c) ch. 6: Lawsuits within the church; 

d) ch. 7: Marital dysfunction; 

e) ch. 8-9: Eating food offered to idols; stumbling block; 

f) ch. 10: Warning against idolatry, sexual immorality (compromise); 

g) ch. 11: Drunkenness at the Lord's Supper; 

h) ch. 12: Misuse of the spiritual gifts. 
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2. Paul wanted to show them a "more excellent way," (end of ch. 12)b- which can 

only emerge from our messiness... 

IV. 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 - Text 
1 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a 
clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am 
nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not 
love, I gain nothing. 

• All worthless without love; 

• Evidence you are a maturing follower of Jesus?  

• Love is unverified without the presence of pain. 

• "Agape" = love.  

• Not in common use prior to the New Testament; 

• Leon Morris: By the time of the New Testament, "Christians thought of love as 

that quality we see on the cross. It is a love for the utterly unworthy, a love 

that proceeds from a God who is love. It is a love lavished on others without 

a thought whether they are worthy or not. It proceeds from the nature of the 

lover, not from any attractiveness in the beloved. The Christian who has 

experienced God's love for him while he was yet a sinner has been 

transformed by the experience. Now he sees people as those for whom 

Christ died, the objects of God's love...In his measure he comes to practice 

the love that seeks nothing for itself, but only the good of the loved one." - 

Leon Morris  1

• We are all learning to love in messy environments. 

4 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 

• Patient: "Denotes patience with people rather than circumstances."  2

 Morris, Leon. 1 Corinthians. The Tyndale New Testament Commentaries. 177.1

 Ibid. 180.2
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• Kind: When love has been offended or wounded, it responds with explicit kindness.  

• Envy/Jealous/Boastful: Love isn't competitive. It doesn't view others (especially your wife 

or husband) as the enemy or a threat.   

• Implication: Your spouse will hurt you!  

5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 

• Rude: Means "what is not according to proper form."   

• It understands the "form" of others and seeks to fit with them;  

• Again, person-centric.  

• Irritable: Not easily angered 

• Resentful: Or, "keeps no record of wrongdoing" 

• Amazing! --> Gospel-rooted: in the same way Paul elsewhere speaks of God 

reckoning Christ's righteousness to us, we reckon people innocent!  

• It gives grace when someone else's weakness is exposed.  

6 it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 

• It doesn't "take pleasure in the misfortunes of others."  3

7 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 

• Love bears all things and endures all things: Love is made manifest in a context of 

suffering.  

• Love believes and hopes all things: This is probably talking about others, not God. We 

don't give up on people who struggle to find their way. Love doesn't grow jaded in 

resentment or cynicism.  

8 Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; 
as for knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but 
when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away.  

 Ibid. 181.3
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• All the overt acts of faith that we find impressive have a sell-by date. But love is eternal.  

• Question: If God took everything else away from you right now, how much love would 

you have? (Bible reading & church services, anger & bitterness...) 

11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. 
When I became a man, I gave up childish ways. 

• Childish ways are the appearance of spiritual prowess without a tender love for 

each other. 

12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall 
know fully, even as I have been fully known. 
13 So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love. 

• Verse 12: Person-centric. Jesus-centric. 

• Verse 13: Pretty clear: faith, hope, and love are wonderful. Love is the target. Love is the 

fulfillment. Love is the point. 

V. Conclusion  

A. Rebuild Sympathy & Compassion For Your Spouse 

1. Premarital Questionnaire: Write a self-assessment that you will submit to each 

other and discuss. In this "paper," please write about the following in explicit 

detail (no more than 4 pages) and make it personal - only your spouse will read 

this: 

a) Your most painful childhood experience; 

b) The primary dysfunctions of your home life when you were growing up and 

how those dysfunctions impact your current relationships; 

c) Describe your most hated sins and why; 

d) Discuss the behaviors that you feel are the greatest threat to the unity of 

your marriage (i.e. poor financial management; pornography addiction; 

drinks too much; criticizes you; anger; manipulative tendencies; etc.). 
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B. Remember This: If you lost your spouse, you would give anything to get 

him/her back...along with all those maddening idiosyncrasies! 

C. All relationships bend toward conflict and breakdown.  

1. We must endure one another's idiosyncrasies and sin to maintain communion. 

2. To love is to learn to treasure another person whether or not that person ever 

changes.  

D. Remember that your spouse is your God-given companion in your fight 

against sin. 
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