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The Waiting | Mary’s Prophecy 
Luke 1:39-56 

Part 1: Hannah 

• 1000-years before Jesus’ birth: Samuel’s Story

- 1 Samuel 1-3

- Elkanah, married to Hannah and Peninnah

- Hannah’s prayer (1 Samuel 2:1-10)


[Slide] 

Part 2: Samuel’s Role 

	 [11] Then Elkanah went home to Ramah. And the boy was ministering to the 
LORD in the presence of Eli the priest. (ESV)


• Straightening out Eli’s house:

- Samuel was sleeping and voice called him — Samuel thought it was Eli. After 

the third time, Eli told Samuel it was God and to go inquire of him.

- Eli, thus, believed that Samuel heard God’s voice and God “let none of his 

words fall to the ground. And all Israel…knew that Samuel was established as a 
prophet of the Lord.” (3:19-20)


• Straightening out Israel:


Hannah (1 Samuel 2) Mary (Luke 1)

 v. 1 
My heart exalts in the Lord; I rejoice in Thy 

salvation.

v. 46f. 
My soul magnifies the Lord; 

My spirit rejoices in God my savior.

v. 2 
There is none holy like the Lord.

v. 49 
Holy is his name.

v. 4 
The bows of the mighty are broken but the feeble 

gird on strength.

v. 52 
He has put down the mighty from their thrones, 

and exalted those of low degree.

v. 5 
Those who were full have hired themselves out for 
bread, but those who were hungry have ceased to 

hunger.

v. 53 
He has filled the hungry with good things, and the 

rich he has sent away empty.
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- Slide: Genesis (A new family (Abraham, Isaac & Jacob)

- Slide: Exodus — Deuteronomy (Moses preparing Israel for the Promised Land)

- Slide: Joshua (Leading Israel’s conquest of the Promised Land)

- Slide: Judges (15 judges/chieftains restoring Israel)

- Slide: 1 & 2 Samuel (Samuel anointing kings, Saul and David)

- Slide: Samuel, the link — From Chaos to Kings


Part 3: Similarities  

• Obvious: 

- Mary and Hannah both had miraculous pregnancies

- Both of their children were dedicated to the service of God

- Both boys led to their honor, joy and heartache 

- Samuel established the kingly line of David; Jesus fulfilled it


• Not so obvious:

- Both boys entered into a time of chaos in Israel’s history

- Both boys were preceded by mysterious prophets 

- Israel was governed by a blind, hard-hearted priesthood 

- Set the stage for kingdom


Part 4: What Mary Said (Luke 1:46-55) 

46 And Mary said, "My soul magnifies the Lord, 47 and my spirit rejoices in God my 
Savior, 48 for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. For behold, from now 
on all generations will call me blessed; 49 for he who is mighty has done great things 
for me, and holy is his name. 


• God is a holy God

50 And his mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 


• God wants us to fear him (revere him in the way we live our lives)

• Mercy comes to these people 

• Note: This is not about saving ourselves; this is about our posture as we serve God
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51 He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of 
their hearts; 52 he has brought down the mighty from their thrones and exalted those 
of humble estate; 53 he has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent 
away empty. 

• Great Reversals:


- Moral: Proud are scattered

- Social: Powerful and rich are brought low (general assessment of how power 

works in our world — misuse of authority and wealth often leads to the suffering 
of others, be it Robert Mugabe in Zimbabwe to sexual harassment amongst 
powerful filmmakers and politicians)


- Spiritual: Fear of God; humble; content; sorrow “well”


54 He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 55 as he spoke to 
our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever."

• Those who believe in Jesus are of Abraham’s offspring 


Part 5: How? When? 

• Isaiah 11:1-2 “There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch 
from his roots shall bear fruit. [2] And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him…[4] 
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek 
of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the 
breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.


• Isaiah 11:6-9 — Picture of the Messianic Kingdom:

[6] The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, 
and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat, 
[8] The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra 
[9] They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be 
full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 

• Mountain Range analogy


Part 6: Conclusion 
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Mary, a young girl, engaged to be married. Innocent and pure, but a common peasant 
with no distinguishing story or accomplishments. History was ready to forget about 
her...until God. 

God’s merciful eye fell upon her and the world has never been the same. This 
nameless, faceless descendant of Abraham was chosen by God. Her womb would 
house and nurture the word made flesh. She would give birth to the Messiah, the one 
who is life and who is the light of all people, a light that dispels all darkness. 

Isn’t this true of all of us who belong to God? Obscure. Forgettable. Yet, chosen. 
Washed in our Savior’s redeeming blood. Filled with the Spirit. Loved by God. 
Instruments of light that God uses to make all things new.
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