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The Waiting | Christmas Sunday — Simeon & Anna 

Luke 2:22-40 

[22] And when the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they 
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord [23] (as it is written in the Law 
of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 
[24] and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of 
turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” [25] Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose 
name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation 
of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. [26] And it had been revealed to him by the 
Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. [27] And 
he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, 
to do for him according to the custom of the Law, [28] he took him up in his arms and 
blessed God and said, 

	 [29] “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 
	 	 according to your word; 
	 [30] for my eyes have seen your salvation 
	 [31] 	 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
	 [32] a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
	 	 and for glory to your people Israel.” 
	  
	 [33] And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. [34] And 
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for 
the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed [35] (and a sword will 
pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be 
revealed.” 

[36] And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. 
She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she 
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was a virgin, [37] and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart 
from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. [38] And coming up 
at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were 
waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

[39] And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they 
returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. [40] And the child grew and 
became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. (ESV) 

Jesus’ Jewish World 

• Purification of Mary: Ritually unclean after giving birth


• Presentation/dedication of the child: 

- 5 shekels of silver (Numbers 18)

- :23 — “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”

- Poverty: Two turtledoves rather than a lamb and one turtledove


What Shaped Simeon & Anna’s Longings 

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was 
righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon 
him…38…she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting 
for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

• Two lay-people patiently waiting 


• Both elderly

- Simeon: Holy Spirit revealed to him that he wouldn’t die before seeing the Christ

- Anna: Advanced in years 


• Waiting for the consolation and redemption of Israel 


What Did Simeon & Anna See? 

• [SLIDE] 
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• Context: 

- Hundreds of years of humiliation and exile (Note: Jews aren’t just any race.)

- Messianic Woes: “An ancient Jewish belief according to which a time of great 

suffering would form the dark valley through which Israel and the world must pass 
to reach the age to come. This suffering would be the prelude to the age of the 
Messiah, the age of the king.” 
1

• 330 years before Jesus: Alexander the Great conquers Palestine


• For years, Israel was controlled by the Greeks


• 167 BC: Abomination of Desolation of Antiochus Epiphanes

- Many Jewish practices outlawed / enforced Greek way of life (reverse 

circumcisions)

- Butchered people who refused to worship Greek gods

- Desecration of Temple 


• Maccabean revolt —> Hanukkah 


• [Note: Jews commonly believed the were enduring a long exile]

• 100-years later (67 BC), Rome invaded (Simeon and Anna lived through this)


- Rome killed so many Jews that Herod, Rome’s puppet king in Israel, asked a 

Roman general, “Would the Romans deprive the city of all its inhabitants and 

possessions and leave me a king of the wilderness.”


 N.T. Wright, Paul: The Prison Letters, 1591
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- Williams Barclay: “It is the simple historical fact that in the thirty years from 67 to 

37 B.C. before the emergence of Herod the Great, no fewer than one hundred 

and fifty thousand men perished in Palestine in revolutionary uprisings.”   
2

- There were only about 2 million Jews living in Palestine back then. 5% of the 
population was killed in a 30-yr period! (Perspective: 17.5m Americans dying! Only 
58k Americans died in Vietnam and note how that affected the country.)


- Earthquake in 31 B.C. killed 30,000 Jews

- 4 B.C. 2000 Jews were crucified for an uprising in Galilee in which revolutionaries 

broke into a Roman arsenal to seize arms for a revolt


• Pleading for the Messiah


• Simeon and Anna lived through all this. 


Israelite Society’s Reactions To The Woes 

• Sadducees: The elite Religious-Political group of Israel; maintained the temple;  
Wealthy; rejected the afterlife and a God who intervenes in human affairs (“Of all 
parties in Palestine, the…Sadducees had the most to lose from any threat to the 
status quo.”  Jesus was perceived to be a revolutionary.)
3

• Pharisees: Represented the Middle Class; high purity standards; 800 were once 
crucified on a single day; decried the coming of the Messiah, but were reluctant 
because of the consequences of lining up behind the wrong guy (Ritually devout; 
theologically scrupulous, yet so cynical and hard-hearted) 


• Zealots: Moral police; ethnic cleansing riding Israel of all Gentiles; violent uprisings 
against the Romans (e.g. Barabbas); refused to pay taxes to Rome (Note that 
amongst Jesus’ circle of disciples was Simon the Zealot and Matthew the Tax 
Collector; Imagine the Zealots disgust at Jesus’ call to forgive enemies, turn the 
other cheek, his love for Gentiles, his teachings like the Good Samaritan)


• Essenes: Pacifists who withdrew from “sinful” Israel and lived as monks in caves 
near the Jordan River; lived simply and devoted themselves to purity hoping they 

 Quoted in Philip Yancey, The Jesus I Never Knew, 57.2

 Yancey, Philip. The Jesus I Never Knew. 62.3
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would speed the coming of the Messiah (Withdrawn and inactive in a world God has 
called us to love — consider Jesus’ call in Matthew 5:15-16 to live in such a way that 
people can see our devotion to God rather than being like a light that is hidden 
under a basket)


Our Choice: We can be like the… 

• Sadducees: Afraid of Jesus upsetting the apple cart; threatening the status quo; 
upending my sense of personal sovereignty;


• Pharisees: Cynical; afraid of trusting in Jesus and following him; hiding behind 
“good theology,” yet living a loveless life


• Zealots: Angry/raging; afraid of dropping our prejudices and our weapons and 
pursuing a lifestyle of authentic biblical justice — radical love;


• Essenes: Withdrawn entirely behind the walls of the church or barricade ourselves in 
our living rooms having no real interaction with the broken people of the world that 
Jesus routinely ate with (Matthew 9:11: “Why does your teacher eat with tax 
collectors and sinners?”  In other words, why does your teacher routinely eat with 
tax collectors and sinners?”)


• You see, the Messiah’s ministry among us (his presence) will be invasive. 

[34] And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is 
appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed [35] 
(and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many 
hearts may be revealed.”


- Jesus’ life would not only lead to the rising of people, but to many people’s fall 

(many would be offended by him; reject him…)

- Mary would experience the woes of the Messiah more intimately than any Jew


What Simeon Said 
	 [29] “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 
	 	 according to your word; 
	 [30] for my eyes have seen your salvation 
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	 [31] 	 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
	 [32] a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
	 	 and for glory to your people Israel.” 

• Jesus is salvation. 

- “My eyes have seen your salvation.”

- Not just what he will do. The person of Jesus. 

- How? He held tightly to God’s word, his promises.


• Jesus is and always will be for all ethnic groups. 

- “a light for revelation to the Gentiles”

- Simeon wasn’t jaded by the sufferings of his people 

- He still maintained God’s heart for the world (“waiting” [in prayer and anticipation] 

& the Holy Spirit was upon him)


• Our glory is to bring Jesus to every person who hasn’t yet seen him.

- “and for glory to your people Israel.”

- I know, this is talking about the glory of Israel…

- Ephesians 3:7-10: “Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of 

God's grace, which was given me by the working of his power. 8 To me, though I 
am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles 
the unsearchable riches of Christ, 9 and to bring to light for everyone what is the 
plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things, 10 so that 
through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the 
rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.” 

• This isn’t just some sort of spiritual attack on evil’s grip on this earth


• This is a glorious demonstration of God’s dominion that even the angelic beings 
are watching, sitting on the edges of their seats and celebrating with every inch 
of ground the church gains!


Conclusion: A Multi-Ethnic Meal 

Two members were linked to a Syrian refugee family through World Relief. They went to 
their house and they prepared homemade:
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- baklava 

- another dessert

- tabouli (salad)

- served us each 3 pieces of fruit

- a can of Mountain Dew each

- and then made us coffee 


They told us life has been really hard. 


Then, we had them over for dinner this Friday night and asked them their favorite 
American foods. They said, “We don’t know. This is our first time to come to an 
American house.” They have been in the US a little over a year.

They also said “we are tired of being called ‘refugees.’ We are Americans now.”


See you in two weeks!
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