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!
Housekeeping 

• Membership (last four weeks of August podcasts)


• Serving

!
Introduction 

TV Show, “Who Do You Think You Are?”  Help celebrities explore their genealogies 
and they're are often surprised by their heritage. For instance, I watched one episode 
recently featuring Brooke Shields who discovered that she descends from French 
Royalty. 

!
These discoveries always elicit a powerful emotional reaction, causing each celebrity to 
look at themselves very differently. It’s as though they are seeing a huge hidden part of 
themselves that they never even knew existed.

!
When we read the Book of Acts, we should feel this same sense of awe. After all, Luke 
is writing about our roots; our relatives; our forefathers. They are our ancient brothers 
and sisters. And they have a ton to teach us. They model for us the way to follow Jesus 
today. They made mistakes; they were far from perfect. And though they were an 
obscure minority, they were empowered by the Spirit to do the impossible. Through 
painful and unpredictable trials, they always found their way back to the path of joy. 
They became discouraged at times, but never lost their grasp on the promise of Jesus' 
return and the dawn of his eternal kingdom of security and love. This is the story of us. 
Back then and tomorrow.


!
Body 
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1:1-3 - Theophilus  

1 In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 

2 until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy 

Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 He presented himself alive to them after 
his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about 
the kingdom of God.


• One person. Luke wrote two volumes to one person. 


• What does Luke want Theophilus to know about what it means to follow Jesus? 


• This is a question we must all answer without our biases. We must bravely hold up 

our assumptions to the scriptures, with eyes wide open, and face the question of 
what Christianity really is. What it really looks like to follow Jesus. What God has in 

mind for our future. And we must courageously change if our assumptions don't 
stand up to the truth of God's word.


• Will you go with me - walk with us as we journey through this book?

!
1:4-5 - Two Baptism’s 

4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to 

wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for John 
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from 
now.”


• John's baptism was more than an ancient version of the "altar call."  


• It was a call to despondent members of God's covenant family - the Jews - to get 
back to the fundamental reason they exist, laid out in Genesis 12:2-3: "And I will 
make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that 
you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you 
I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed."  


• The Jews were uniquely appointed to bring restoration to the earth. But a thousand 
years of sin, rebellion, and hardship left them dead on the inside and grasping for 
hope. 
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• Enter John the Baptist who begins speaking of the Messiah whose coming is 
imminent. He will restore the people of God to their original mission. (Did you hear 
that?!)  The Messiah will restore God's people to their original Genesis 12:2 identity 
and mission. So he called them to the Jordan River to repent of their sins and be 
baptized. John's baptism was for the Jewish people to repent of their evil ways that 
caused them to reject their mission. To repentant of sin and embrace mission is one-
and-the-same. They are inseparable. 
1

• Jesus isn't saying that John's baptism was okay, but mine is better. He's saying that 
his will complete John's. So what is this baptism?

!
1:6-7 - Restore the kingdom to Israel? 

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore 

the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons 
that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 


• This talk of fire got the disciples thinking about final judgment.


• The Apostles had their own presuppositions about the kingdom of God. They saw the 

mission differently. To them, the coming of the Spirit meant that God would propel 

Israel alone to eternal prominence and power. 


• But what about the rest of the world? One thing we will notice as we read through the 
first 15 chapters of Acts is that the Apostles struggled mightily with embracing other 
races into the church. And before we judge them, we should remember that we 
struggle with the same selfish impulse, too:


- The gift of the Spirit is for my own personal development (1. Individualistic);

- The gift of the Spirit is for those like us (2. Bigoted - "I want to enjoy God with 

people who think like me, look like me, who are my age and at the same stage 
of life, and who share my assumptions about the world and my political views.");


- The gift of the Spirit is 3. Therapeutic (for my enjoyment).
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 In Genesis 15:6, Abraham believed God's promise that he would have a multitude of descendants. Consequently, 1

God counted him righteous. Note that Abraham's righteous standing before God was inseparable from filling the earth 
with righteous offspring who would worship God. 



• Jesus didn't deny that the kingdom would one day be given to his people. There will 
be a day in which his world will no longer be buffeted by bloodthirsty, tyrannical, 
unfair, ungodly people and institutions. There will be a day when the world is restored 
and nurtured by God's fully-unleashed presence. But that time isn't now. Or, better 

said, there's work to be done in preparation for that time.

!
1:8 - Witnesses - Galatians 

8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”


• Jesus blows up their assumptions. He gets them thinking about the despised 
Samaritans and the rest of the hated world.


• Notice that he doesn’t emphasize the personal benefits of the Spirit here. He 

emphasizes mission. 


• If there is anything we must remember throughout this series, it's that Luke doesn't 
compartmentalize the personal benefits of receiving the Spirit from the work of 
mission. They are inseparable. To be born again is to be knighted into God's army as 
a missionary-witness.


• You might think that you aren’t a witness of anything. After all, Jesus was crucified 
two-thousand years ago, long before any of us were alive. But consider Paul’s words 
to a group of fledgling believers in a place called Galatia in Asia: “It was before your 

eyes that Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified” (Galatians 3:1). Then in 
the next verse, we see what Paul meant by this. He speaks of the Galatians receiving 
the Spirit in terms of their salvation. To receive the Spirit is to become an eyewitness 
of Christ’s crucifixion and resurrection.  All believers are eye-witnesses to the death, 
burial, and resurrection of Jesus the Messiah!

!
1:-9-11 - Ascending To His Throne 

9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a 

cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he 

went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11 and said, “Men of Galilee, 

Bennett �4



why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into 
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”


• Keep in mind that Jesus ascended into the clouds and was removed from their 
sight. He didn't float into outer space and currently orbits the planet Mars where he 

waits to one day return! Jesus is the link between the present age and the age to 
come. His ability to walk among us physically as he did with his disciples and sit 
down at the right hand of God in the Spirit anticipates the new creation when heaven 
and earth are made one.


• Daniel 7:13-14 - For those who know their Old Testament well, Jesus' ascension 
almost immediately draws our eye back to the Book of Daniel, chapter 7.  It's here 
that Daniel, enduring Babylonian captivity and forced to work in a pagan king's court, 
had a vision of four deformed, vicious beasts that emerge from the sea (the sea was 
a horrifying image to the ancients). These four successive creatures represented four 
dominant empires that would emerge bringing disorder and suffering to the earth. 
These empires will seem unbeatable, leaving God's people feeling helpless an 
therefore  hopeless that he would ever rule the world in justice and righteousness. 
Daniel's vision is good news and bad news. The bad news is that there are many, 
many more years in which God's people must endure evil rulers and evil systems. But 
then comes the good news in verses 13-14: "I saw in the night visions, and behold, 
with the clouds of heaven there came one like a son of man, and he came to the 
Ancient of Days and was presented before him. 14 And to him was given dominion 
and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; 
his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom 
one that shall not be destroyed." 


• Many people misinterpret this vision as the Second Coming of Christ when he 
descends from heaven to judge the earth. But what Daniel is describing is the 
ascension of Christ, when he appears before Yahweh, the Ancient of Days, and is 

enthroned at his right hand to rule the earth. And, my friends, Jesus is ruling right 

now! 


• I know, I know, the world is still a mess. But as any ancient newly ascended 
emperor would have done, Jesus sends messengers, or heralds, to the far reaches of 
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his empire to declare the good news that a good new king is on the throne and must 
be obeyed. 
2

• Jesus' ascension - or disappearance into the clouds - is his way of saying, "I now 
ascend my throne to rule the world."


• The story that Luke tells about the promise of the Spirit is not primarily so that we 

can experience intimacy with God. It is not primarily so we can minister to one 
another with our spiritual gifts. It is not primarily that our church gatherings would be 
inspirational or powerful or free. All these things are certainly fruits of the Spirit's 
presence among us and within us. But that is not the "why" of the Spirit's coming. 


• The Spirit's coming is one-and-the-same as believers being empowered by God to 
deliver the good news of his righteous reign to the far reaches of his empire 
(Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, the uttermost parts of the earth). It is to receive his 

authority to go into the whole world as God's heralds. In the same way that ancient 
Roman emperor ascended the throne and sent heralds to the far reaches of his 
empire to announce glad tidings of good news, that a new kingdom/rule had come 
and hearty submission to that kingdom would lead to good things, We are heralds of 
the ascended, crowned, highly-exalted Jesus the Messiah! 

!
Challenge 

• Does your understanding of the church align with the story Luke tells in Acts 1?


• Was your salvation experience such that in addition to rejoicing in the new life you 
found in Jesus, you also learned that you were at once a missionary?


• Will you allow your perspective of yourself and the church to be defined by the 
scriptures or by society?


• Who do you think you are?
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 These ideas are exactly what Paul had in mind in Romans 1:1-5: "1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an 2

apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 
3 concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4 and was declared to be the Son of 
God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through 
whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among 
all the nations."


