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[Text: Acts 27:27-44] 

27 When the fourteenth night had come, as we were being driven across the Adriatic Sea, about midnight 
the sailors suspected that they were nearing land. 28 So they took a sounding and found twenty fathoms. A 
little farther on they took a sounding again and found fifteen fathoms. 29 And fearing that we might run on 
the rocks, they let down four anchors from the stern and prayed for day to come. 30 And as the sailors were 
seeking to escape from the ship, and had lowered the ship's boat into the sea under pretense of laying out 
anchors from the bow, 31 Paul said to the centurion and the soldiers, "Unless these men stay in the ship, 
you cannot be saved." 32 Then the soldiers cut away the ropes of the ship's boat and let it go. 33 As day 
was about to dawn, Paul urged them all to take some food, saying, "Today is the fourteenth day that you 
have continued in suspense and without food, having taken nothing. 34 Therefore I urge you to take some 
food. For it will give you strength, for not a hair is to perish from the head of any of you." 35 And when he 
had said these things, he took bread, and giving thanks to God in the presence of all he broke it and began 
to eat. 36 Then they all were encouraged and ate some food themselves. 37 (We were in all 276 persons in 
the ship.) 38 And when they had eaten enough, they lightened the ship, throwing out the wheat into the sea. 
39 Now when it was day, they did not recognize the land, but they noticed a bay with a beach, on which they 
planned if possible to run the ship ashore. 40 So they cast off the anchors and left them in the sea, at the 
same time loosening the ropes that tied the rudders. Then hoisting the foresail to the wind they made for the 
beach. 41 But striking a reef, they ran the vessel aground. The bow stuck and remained immovable, and the 
stern was being broken up by the surf. 42 The soldiers' plan was to kill the prisoners, lest any should swim 
away and escape. 43 But the centurion, wishing to save Paul, kept them from carrying out their plan. He 
ordered those who could swim to jump overboard first and make for the land, 44 and the rest on planks or 
on pieces of the ship. And so it was that all were brought safely to land. 

[Introduction: We can learn a lot from Paul…] 

• How to be a Jesus-person in ugly circumstances.  

• How do we keep our peace and, simultaneously, live out the gospel?  

• 1 - Admit that you will suffer in this life.  
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- John 16:33: “In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have 

overcome the world.” 
- Resisting this will only nurture unrealistic expectations leading to disillusionment. 
- But don’t be superstitious. Admitting this does not trigger some sort of chain of 

cosmic events against you! 

[Outline] 

3 The next day we put in at Sidon. And Julius treated Paul kindly and gave him leave to go 

to his friends and be cared for. 

• “We put in at Sidon”: 
- Paul cared for by his friends who had to pay their way 
- The Jesus community faces defeating circumstances together. 
- The Jesus Community lives on mission together. (On their way to Caesar, vs. 24) 
- 2 - You must root yourself in a godly community that will have your back. 

• Julius was kind to Paul. He liked Paul! 
- 42 The soldiers’ plan was to kill the prisoners, lest any should swim away and 

escape. 43 But the centurion, wishing to save Paul, kept them from carrying out 

their plan.  
- Acts 16, Philippian jailer (transfer of sentences) 
- Paul behaved honorably and uprightly for the two-years he was incarcerated 
- This is not a pragmatic approach - this will alienate some people, so… 

- 3 - Behave honorably and uprightly, no matter the circumstance.  
- Do this for the sake of God’s glory, not to ingratiate yourself to your 

tormentors. 
- But we thank God and use it for his glory when it does translate into 

favor. 

9 Since much time had passed, and the voyage was now dangerous because even the 

Fast was already over, Paul advised them, 10 saying, “Sirs, I perceive that the voyage will 
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be with injury and much loss, not only of the cargo and the ship, but also of our lives.” 11 

But the centurion paid more attention to the pilot and to the owner of the ship than to what 

Paul said. 12 And because the harbor was not suitable to spend the winter in, the majority 

decided to put out to sea from there 

• Fast over: A calendar marker; their way of saying that they were past the point of 

favorable winds 

• Pain!… 
- Paul’s warning was ignored. His life was in the hands of others. Pagan others. 
- What do we do when we are powerless? When our future and peace of mind 

seems to be in someone else’s hands? [This is the biggest question, IMHO.] 

20 When neither sun nor stars appeared for many days, and no small tempest lay on us, 

all hope of our being saved was at last abandoned. 

• Many days of darkness can drain us of our hope.  

• What do we do when we are beginning to lose hope?… 

22 Yet now I urge you to take heart, for there will be no loss of life among you, but only of 

the ship. 23 For this very night there stood before me an angel of the God to whom I 

belong and whom I worship, 24 and he said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you must stand 

before Caesar. And behold, God has granted you all those who sail with you.’…27 When 

the fourteenth night had come, as we were being driven across the Adriatic Sea, about 

midnight the sailors suspected that they were nearing land. 

• Paul maintained his communion with God.  

• 4 - You must no longer delay cultivating consistent rhythms of communion with your 

God. 

• How? 
- We practice communing with God between the storms of life. (This will equip us 

for the hard times.) 
- Jailhouse religion: 
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- Rarely issues in ongoing commitment to God once the storm is over.  
- Rarely works in the midst of the storm. We don’t know God to begin with, 

so we plunge ourselves into church, bible reading, prayer, and still draw a 

blank on how to handle our trials. We haven’t established the rhythms of 

daily dependance on the person of God, so we grow tired of the religious 

machinery. 

30 And as the sailors were seeking to escape from the ship, and had lowered the ship’s 

boat into the sea under pretense of laying out anchors from the bow, 31Paul said to the 

centurion and the soldiers, “Unless these men stay in the ship, you cannot be saved.” 32 

Then the soldiers cut away the ropes of the ship’s boat and let it go. 

• Look what happens to a man who has a stable relationship with God… 

• He was emotionally stable and clear-headed when things were going badly. 

• Paul, a prisoner, was elevated to the role of leadership during this turmoil.  

• This is what God wants to produce in your life, as well!  
- “Leadership is influence,” popularized by John Maxwell 15-20 years ago. 
- Leadership is also knowing the heart of God and influencing in that direction.  
- Are you aware that God wants you to be an influential blessing to your 

organization, family, work place, etc?  

33 As day was about to dawn, Paul urged them all to take some food, saying, “Today is 

the fourteenth day that you have continued in suspense and without food, having taken 

nothing. 34 Therefore I urge you to take some food. For it will give you strength, for not a 

hair is to perish from the head of any of you.” 35 And when he had said these things, he 

took bread, and giving thanks to God in the presence of all he broke it and began to eat. 

36 Then they all were encouraged and ate some food themselves. 37 (We were in all 276 

persons in the ship.) 38 And when they had eaten enough, they lightened the ship, 

throwing out the wheat into the sea. 

• 5 - Paul cared about the welfare of his tormentors (profane prisoners; pagan soldiers)…. 
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• 6 - Paul served his tormentors even though he had needs of his own (verse 3). 

• 7 - Paul shepherded his tormentors. 
- Blessing and breaking the bread was no mere prayer before eating. Paul was 

intentionally committing and act of worship in the presence of these pagan men. He 

was blending the gospel into his ordeal. 
- This wasn’t a typical “Bless this food to the nourishment of our bodies…” prayer. 
- What if you viewed yourself as the chaplain of your neighborhood or company? 
- Notice that Paul didn’t shove the gospel down their throats! 

“It is remarkable that in all of his writings Paul’s prayers for his friends contain no appeals 

for changes in their circumstances.” - Tim Keller 

What if God doesn’t change your circumstances, but, instead, calls you to faithfulness 

where you are? And what if, as you live faithfully, your environment remains oppressive, yet 

you bear fruit? 
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