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Vision | We, The Church 
Acts 1:1-11 & Luke 24:44-49 

Acts 1:1-11
1 In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that 
Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the day when he was 
taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy 
Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen.

What commands? Because…
• We, the church, must take Jesus’ commands to heart.

Luke 24:44-49
44 Then he said to them, "These are my words that I spoke 
to you while I was still with you, that everything written 
about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the 
Psalms must be fulfilled."  45 Then he opened their minds 
to understand the Scriptures,

• Despite their intense immersion in Jesus' life and ways 
for several years, Jesus still had to open the disciples' 
eyes to grasp the kingdom of God.

• What exactly did Jesus help them to grasp? That the 
Scriptures they were raised in – the Old Testament – is 
not fully intelligible without the lens of Jesus; that the 
Old Testament is anticlimactic without the life and work 
of Jesus; that the OT – the word of God – is Jesus, the 
word made flesh; that Jesus is the key – the “cheat 
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code” to the Old Testament.  Jesus is isn't just veiled in 1

the Old Testament – he is the Old Testament.

• Analogy: Video games; gigabytes of data; but much of 
the game is inaccessible – the game must be played 
and beaten to access all its secrets, it's hidden 
levels...Similarly, the Old Testament is the "game."  
Jesus has beaten the game. Now he's given us access 
to his account, through our faith, and we get to play the 
game he's beaten. We get all his upgrades. We get 
access to every level – every secret about the game 
has now been revealed. The whole world of that game 
is now ours to explore. 

• This is why the scriptures speak of the mystery of the 
gospel — Ephesians 1:7-10 & 3-4:

"7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 
riches of his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, in 
all wisdom and insight 9 making known to us the 
mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which 
he set forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of 
time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and 
things on earth... [HOW FAR BACK DOES THIS 
GO?]
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even as 
he chose us in him before the foundation of the 

 Luke 24:27: “And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning 1

himself.”
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world, that we should be holy and blameless before 
him..."

• Note: The fact that it took God to open their minds – to 
break the demonic power that enslaves us in unbelief  2

– tells us that each of us has a bent that leads us away 
from God and obscures the glory of God from our view. 
Each of us needs a God-intervention. We are 
powerless to change our own hearts. And this passage 
(Luke 24 & Acts 1), along with the rest of Scripture, 
addresses this core problem that all humans share and 
God’s response to this problem.

Back to the instructions/commands in Luke 24…
46 and [Jesus] said to them, "Thus it is written, that the 
Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 
47 and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should 
be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And 
behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. 
But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on 
high." 

• Instructions/Commands (what Jesus said to them; the 
context of his command):

- The Christ should suffer and rise from the dead 
on the third day;

- Repentance & forgiveness must be proclaimed 
world-wide, beginning at Jerusalem;

- You are witnesses of all these things.

 2 Corinthians 4:3-4: “And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4 In their case the god of this world 2

has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image 
of God.”
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- Remain in Jerusalem until you're clothed with 
power so that you can accomplish my 
commands.

Galatians 3:1
O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? It was 
before your eyes that Jesus Christ was publicly 
portrayed as crucified.
+ Paul is aghast that the folks in Galatia who have 

come to know and trust in Jesus are turning back 
to the works of the law to try and redeem 
themselves. 

+ So he reminds them – people who came to faith 
years after Jesus’ resurrection – that even though 
they weren't present at the crucifixion, the work of 
the Spirit in their hearts, bringing them to faith, is 
so profound it is as though they were there – 
eyewitnesses of Jesus’ suffering and death!

+ And the same is true for us! 
+ Keep this in mind when you see “witness” in the 

text!

Back to Acts 1…
3 He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by 
many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and 
speaking about the kingdom of God.

• 40: Preparation
- Israelites in Wilderness - 40 yrs 
- Jesus in Wilderness - 40 days 
- Church in “Wilderness” (waiting for the Spirit’s coming)
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• Subject? The kingdom of God — FOR 40-DAYS!!!
- Definition: The rule/reign of God
- Shorthand for:

+ The glory of God that will cover the whole earth ;3

+ The final defeat of Satan;
+ Annihilation of all evil and suffering;
+ The judgment of all people;
+ The New Creation

- This is why Jesus commanded us to pray, in Matthew 
6:10, “Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven.”

- Jesus’ strategy seems very clear: that his people, the 
church, would find their identity, first and foremost, in 
this idea; this story.

4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart 
from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, 
which, he said, "you heard from me; 5 for John baptized with 
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many 
days from now."

• We, the church, must be Holy Spirit dependent. 

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, 
will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?"  7 He said 
to them, "It is not for you to know times or seasons that the 
Father has fixed by his own authority. [SEE VERSE 10-11]

• We, the church, must not be distracted. 

 Habakkuk 2:14: “For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.”3
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- Even by stimulating theology and prophetic intrigue.4
- God is the one who is to be concerned with “the when” 

and “how” of final things. We are to be faithful with the 
stewardship he has given us.

8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in 
all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth."
9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking 
on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.
10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, 
behold, two men stood by them in white robes,
11 and said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into 
heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, 
will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven." 

• We, the church, must view Christianity through the lens of 
devotion and mission. (Not just one or the other)

 I'm not suggesting that such issues are unimportant. But in the modern church, we tend to brood over never-ending theological 4

debates, which distracts us from the mission Jesus assigned to us. Let us grow deep roots in doctrine, but not to the neglect of 
gospel fruitfulness! 
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