
August 13, 2017

Vision | We, The Church 
Acts 1:1-11 & Luke 24:44-49 

Introduction:
• Feelings related to Charlottesville…
• Because of the racial makeup of our church, I can't simply 

make a statement and move on.
• Thankfully, today's text has something to say about this…

Acts 1:1-11
1 In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that 
Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the day when he was 
taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy 
Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen.

What commands? 
Luke 24:46-49 
46 and [Jesus] said to them, "Thus it is written, that the 
Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 
47 and that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should 
be proclaimed in his name to all nations [ethnē —> ethnic], 
beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these 
things. 49 And behold, I am sending the promise of my 
Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed 
with power from on high." 

• Instructions/Commands (what Jesus said to them; the 
context of his command):

- The Christ should suffer and rise from the dead 
on the third day;

- Repentance & forgiveness must be proclaimed 
world-wide, beginning at Jerusalem;

- You are witnesses of all these things
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- Remain in Jerusalem until you're clothed with 
power so that you can accomplish my 
commands.

- Primary Command: Proclaim repentance and 
forgiveness to all the ethnic groups on earth.

“Witnesses” – Galatians 3:1
O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? It was 
before your eyes that Jesus Christ was publicly 
portrayed as crucified.
+ Paul is aghast that the believers in Galatia no 

longer feel that Jesus is enough to save them and 
that they must turn to the works of the law to 
complete their salvation. In effect, they are 
attempting to redeem themselves.

+ Note: This is far different from believers who trust 
in the supremacy of Jesus who are convicted of 
their sins and seek to devote their lives to Jesus 
by turning from their sins – cooperating with the 
Holy Spirit, depending on him, yet striving to 
cultivate pure hearts and hands. (This impulse is 
in many a churchgoer’s heart – the belief that we 
must do something to earn God’s love.)

+ So he reminds them – people who came to faith 
years after Jesus’ resurrection – that even though 
they weren't physically present at the crucifixion, 
the work of the Spirit in their hearts, bringing them 
to faith, is so profound it is as though they were 
eyewitnesses of Jesus’ suffering and death!

+ And if it was true for the Galatian Christians, it's 
also true for us!
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+ Keep this in mind when you see “witness” in the 
text!

Back to Acts 1…
3 He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by 
many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and 
speaking about the kingdom of God.

• #40 = Preparation
- Israelites in Wilderness - 40 yrs 
- Jesus in Wilderness - 40 days 
- Church in “Wilderness” (waiting for the Spirit’s coming)

• Subject? The kingdom of God — FOR 40-DAYS!!!
- Definition: The rule & reign of God
- Shorthand for:

+ Kingdom = rule or authority 
+ To receive the kingdom of God is to receive God’s 

kingly rule over and through our lives and all our 
affairs — its within us ;1

+ It’s to experience the character of the kingdom, 
developed from within, via Matt. 5-7: humility (5:3), 
willingness to suffer persecution (5:10), earnest 
attention to God’s commandments (5:19), refusal to 
substitute false piety for genuinely right behavior 
(5:20), a life of prayer (6:10,13), prioritizing spiritual 
over material values (6:33), and above all, 
acknowledging Christ’s lordship by obeying the 
revealed will of God (7:21).  (Note: All these attributes 2

are a gift from God, not things we can accomplish!)

 Luke 17:20-211

 http://www.jackhayford.org/teaching/articles/the-kingdom-of-god/2
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+ This all manifests through the power of the Holy Spirit 
(again, within us).

+ The eradication of all suffering;
+ The removal from God’s people the impulse to sin and 

the elimination of all temptation;
+ The final defeat of Satan;
+ The annihilation of suffering and injustice;
+ The judgment of all nations, with the righteous being 

resurrected and given new, eternal bodies;
+ The new creation…
+ The glory of God that will one day cover the whole 

earth ;3

+ BUT ALSO, in this age, the kingdom of God 
manifests seemingly insignificantly…silently…
relentlessly…underneath and eventually 
throughout everything. This is the part we play.

+ This is why Jesus commanded us to pray, in Matthew 
6:10, “Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven.”

- Jesus’ intent seems very clear: that his people, the 
church, would find their identity, first and foremost, in 
this idea; this story; these commands. That the church, 
when it thinks of itself, would think first of this mission 
and its role in bringing about God’s kingdom on the 
earth.

4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart 
from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, 
which, he said, "you heard from me; 5 for John baptized with 
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many 
days from now."
 Habakkuk 2:14: “For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.”3
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• We must be Holy Spirit dependent. 

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, 
will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?"  7 He said 
to them, "It is not for you to know times or seasons that the 
Father has fixed by his own authority. [SEE VERSE 10-11]

• We must not be distracted. 
- Even by stimulating theology and prophetic intrigue.4
- God is the one who is to be concerned with “the when” 

and “how” of final things. We are to be faithful with the 
stewardship he has given us.

8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in 
all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth."

• Comment: Charlottesville – White Nationalists – God’s love 
for all ethnic groups 

• Quote: Albert Mohler: 
“I would argue that racial superiority in any form, and 
white superiority as the central issue of our concern, is 
a heresy. The separation of human beings into ranks 
of superiority and inferiority differentiated by skin color 
is a direct assault upon the doctrine of Creation and an 
insult to the imago Dei — the image of God in which 
every human being is made. Racial superiority is also 
directly subversive of the gospel of Christ, effectively 
reducing the power of his substitutionary atonement 

 I'm not suggesting that such issues are unimportant. But in the modern church, we tend to brood over never-ending theological 4

debates, which distracts us from the mission Jesus assigned to us. Let us grow deep roots in doctrine, but not to the neglect of 
gospel fruitfulness! 
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and undermining the faithful preaching of the gospel to 
all nations.” — Albert Mohler

• Matt Smethurst quote: 
“I looked, and behold, a great multitude of all nations, 
tribes, and peoples before the Lamb” (Rev. 7:9).
Heaven is white supremacy’s hell.

• The Great Commission is the groundwork of the New 
Creation – the New Creation is God’s Dream for humanity. 
And his dream is a glorious world filled with people from 
every ethnic background. 

9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking 
on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.
10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, 
behold, two men stood by them in white robes,
11 and said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into 
heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, 
will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven." 

• We must view Christianity through the lens of devotion and 
mission. (Not just one or the other)

Practically Speaking:
• We are attacking lostness:

- Some of us are piercing darkness on the front lines 
through door-to-door evangelism. 

- Some of us have been trained to share the gospel in our 
neighborhoods and among our friends.

- But all of us can help to cultivate an environment here 
that is deeply spiritually compelling…

Bennett �6



August 13, 2017

• We want people to be mesmerized by our love and 
kindness;

• We want people to have an encounter with the Spirit;
• This is why we don't over-produce our services (why 

we want natural light, why we don't work for 
perfection, but from a posture of grace…)

• Help is create a culture of hospitality
- We don't need you here early; our new friends whom we 

don't yet know, need you all here a bit early, milling 
around, to show them where to check in their kids, 
where the sanctuary is, to invite them out for lunch, to 
be a familiar face on their second visit.

- Our new friends need you to volunteer in nursery and be 
faithful to your commitment so that they feel confident 
their children are going to be tenderly cared for over that 
1h/15m time of worship (nursery & Klubhouse)

- Our new friends need more than love during our 
services. They need love in our community. 
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