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Vision | We, The Church, Part 3 
Acts 1:1-11  

[Scripture Reading]

Introduction:
• World brimming with evil & injustice: racial bigotry, terrorism, 

political strife, crime, war (and the threat of war), meanness, 
aloneness, and, you can finish the list…

• All this leaves us all with feelings of anger, fear, and 
sadness…

• This often leads to anxiety, rage, isolation and tribalism, 
medicating, depression, and callousness. 

• Jesus' response to all this? His church. His chosen people 
whom he summoned and set apart to be a counter-story to 
all this chaos, to be his presence of healing and gladness, 
to be his mouthpiece, calling every tribe and tongue to, 
"Come on! Join us! Be a part of this beautiful, never-ending 
story!"

• As we continue to prepare for double-services on 
September 17, we are reminding ourselves that God didn't 
put us here for ourselves. He planted us in the world and 
has assigned to us a mission – a Jesus-glorifying, making-
people-glad mission.

Acts 1:1-11
1 In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that 
Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until the day when he was 
taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy 
Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen.
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What commands? 
Luke 24:46-49: That repentance and forgiveness of sins 
should be proclaimed to all ethnic groups. 

• Church’s Primary Mission: To proclaim repentance and 
forgiveness to every ethnic group on earth.  

• This is WHY the church exists.

Back to Acts 1…
3 He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by 
many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and 
speaking about the kingdom of God.

• 40 days of preparation for this mission
• Subject? The kingdom of God

- Kingdom of God = The rule/reign of God
- Matthew 6:10, “Your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.” [NEW CREATION…NOT 
GO to heaven] 

- Jesus’ intent: that his people, the church, would find 
their identity, first and foremost, in the proclamation of 
the reign of God. 

4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart 
from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, 
which, he said, "you heard from me; 5 for John baptized with 
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many 
days from now.” 

• John’s Baptism: a call to the Jews to prepare their hearts for 
the coming Messiah; that the only way their lives would be 
compatible with the Messiah — the only way they would 
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receive him — is if they first recognized their sinfulness and 
guilt before God, rendering them needy for God.

• C.S. Lewis (Context: Lamenting the loss of shame):
“A recovery of the old sense of sin is essential to 
Christianity. Christ takes it for granted that men are 
bad. Until we really feel this assumption of his to be 
true, that we are part of the world he came to save, we 
are not part of the audience to whom his words are 
addressed. We lack the first condition for 
understanding what he is talking about. And when men 
attempt to be Christians without this preliminary 
consciousness of sin, the result is almost bound to be 
a certain resentment against God as to one who is 
always making impossible demands and always 
inexplicably angry.” – C.S. Lewis

• Qualification: Jesus took our sinful guilt upon himself. 
Believers are no longer guilty in the sense that we will be 
punished for our sins (aka our legal standing before God). 
But we still have the feelings of guilt/shame, which reminds 
us that we are broken creatures who need a Savior. Without 
these feelings — without conscience, we would be 
sociopaths. 

• Now, what is the purpose in the giving of the Holy Spirit?…

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, 
will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?"  7 He said 
to them, "It is not for you to know times or seasons that the 
Father has fixed by his own authority. [SEE VERSE 10-11]
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• Disciples’ motive: Would Jesus now be restoring Israel to 
prominence as a sovereign nation, free of Roman 
occupation? Jesus disregarded the question entirely…

• We must not be distracted!
- Even by stimulating theology or end-times intrigue.  1

(We’re talking gridlock over these issues leading to 
evangelistic apathy)

- God is the one who is to be concerned with “the when” 
and “how” of final things. We are to be faithful with the 
stewardship he has given us.

- We can’t allow our fears to deaden our zeal for this 
church to grow. 

• The Holy Spirit was given, not for the political overthrow of 
the heinous Roman occupiers, but for the bold 
proclamation of the gospel.

8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in 
all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth."

• The Holy Spirit: From Theology to Life. 
- Yes, every believer has been given the Spirit upon 

conversion;
- But the implication here is that every believer must rely 

upon the Spirit 
- This brings up the question of how (We are a secular 

society unfamiliar with spiritual things, unlike even 
the ancient pagans)…

 I'm not suggesting that such issues are unimportant. But in the modern church, we tend to brood over never-ending theological 1

debates, which distracts us from the mission Jesus assigned to us. Let us grow deep roots in doctrine, but not to the neglect of 
gospel fruitfulness! 
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+ Rooted in a local church
+ Approach your church as an ecosystem.
+ Rconcile yourself to slow growth…

> Faithful Sunday worship (even when…)
> Serving in the church (giving yourself away…

because YOU need to do this)
> Community Group involvement 

tonya@renewalmemphis.com 
> Immersing your children in the church (make 
   it their normal)
> Participating in all the elective opportunities 

that we offer;
> Build friendships with holy people and learn;
> Help us cultivate a community of love

[Comment: Evangelistic activity: Active and 
passive evangelism — both good]

9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking 
on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.
10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, 
behold, two men stood by them in white robes,
11 and said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into 
heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, 
will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven." 

• We must view Christianity through the lens of devotion and 
mission, rather than one or the other.
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