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Wisdom Calls Out | Wisdom For Shalom 
Proverbs 1:1-7


[1] The proverbs of Solomon, son of David, king of Israel: 

	 [2] To know wisdom and instruction, 

	 	 to understand words of insight, 

	 [3] to receive instruction in wise dealing, 

	 	 in righteousness, justice, and equity; 

	 [4] to give prudence to the simple, 

	 	 knowledge and discretion to the youth— 

	 [5] Let the wise hear and increase in learning, 
	 	 and the one who understands obtain guidance, 

	 [6] to understand a proverb and a saying, 

	 	 the words of the wise and their riddles. 

	 [7] The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; 

	 	 fools despise wisdom and instruction. (ESV) 

I. God Wants To Get In The Weeds Of Our Lives 
A. Proverbs 27:14 — “Whoever blesses his neighbor with a loud voice, rising early in the 

morning, will be counted as cursing.”

1. God cares about the little things…like courtesy.

2. God wants your friends to enjoy and appreciate you. 

3. Just because you feel spiritually euphoric doesn't mean everybody else should, too!


B. In Proverbs, God is our mentor…a Father who puts his hand on our shoulder…


II. What I Want You To Know About Proverbs 
A. What The Book of Proverbs Is NOT:


1. Proverbs Is Not Pragmatic (an idea is assessed as true if it works well) — Not merely 
a life skills book.


2. Proverbs Is Not Moralistic — Does not teach that we have a transactional 
relationship with God – that if we give obedience to God, God will give back to us 
his blessings.


3. Proverbs Is Not Triumphalist — Not a body of principles that, if leveraged, will yield 
a pleasure-packed life. 


B. What Proverbs — or, better said — wisdom is:
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1. Wisdom began NOT as a reaction to sin/global brokenness:

a) Proverbs 3:19-20 — “The LORD by wisdom founded the earth”

b) Jeremiah 10:12 — “It is he who made the earth by his power, who established 

the world by his wisdom”

• Brokenness did not precede wisdom / wisdom is not a reaction to 

brokenness

• Wisdom is proactive; it’s primary; it’s the prime-mover; Wisdom came first.


2. How we fit into God’s wisdom (in creation):

a) Genesis 1:27-28 — “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God 

he created him; male and female he created them. [28] And God blessed them. 
And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, 
and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens 
and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”

(1) We (humanity) are God’s representatives

(2) We have been given the stewardship of creation — to cultivate, beautify, and 

bring order to it.

(3) In cultivating the earth, we are called to carry on of God’s creative impulse 

(aka wisdom). 

(4) Screen graphic:


(a) We must expand our view of wisdom before we even touch the Book of 
Proverbs…


(b) Therefore, in whatever realm we bring about beatify, order, and 
flourishing, we are doing so in God’s wisdom: parenting; career/job; 
educational development; the fine arts; marriage & sexuality; friendship; 
certainly church life, & most definitely mission…In fact, There is no realm 
or nuance of life that can flourish outside of wisdom’s care.
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(5) 1 Kings 4:29-34

(a) Verses 29-30: “And God gave Solomon wisdom and understanding 

beyond measure, and breadth of mind like the sand on the seashore, [30] 
so that Solomon's wisdom surpassed the wisdom of all the people of the 
east and all the wisdom of Egypt.”


(b) Wisdom led Solomon to (vs. 32-34):

i) Wrote over 3000 poetic proverbs;

ii) Composed over 1000 songs;

iii) He studied plants — from Lebanese Cedars to the hyssop plant that 

grows in the cracks of walls.

iv) And he studied animals, too — beasts, birds, reptiles, fish.


b) Wisdom brings Shalom to the earth

(1) We are called to be bringers of “shalom”

(2) Often translated in the Scriptures as “peace” or “welfare”

(3) Meaning: Shalom: wholeness; completeness; perfection; bounteous 

conditions; moral value; security; prosperity; tranquility; unblemished 
circumstances; blessed harmony. 
1

(a) The evidence of wisdom is more than making good life decisions; it’s 
bringing all these things to bear where there is ugly, stubborn darkness. 


(b) What part of your life would you characterize as “ugly darkness?”

i) Toxic marriage — Proverbs 15:1: “A soft answer turns away wrath, 

but a harsh word stirs up anger.”

ii) Religious fervor — Proverbs 19:2: “It is not good to have zeal without 

knowledge.” [Anti-academic bent]

iii) Obsession with vanity — Proverbs 11:22: “Like a gold ring in a pig's 

snout is a beautiful woman without discretion.”

(1) Possessor of beauty: feel this proverb. 

(2) Beholder of: Beauty cannot compensate for a person’s 

foolishness and indiscretion – RUN!

iv) Charity verses Greed — Proverbs 11:24: “One gives freely, yet grows 

all the richer; another withholds what he should give, and only suffers 
want.” 

(1) World says: Prosperity is about hoarding


 http://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/shalom/ 1
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(2) God says: True prosperity is experiencing the full life that comes 
with being woven into community and living an other-centered, 
generous life.


v) Finding a wife — Proverbs 31:10 (NIV): “A wife of noble character 
who can find? She is worth far more than rubies.”


vi) Managing our souls — Proverbs 4:23 (NIV): “Above all else, guard 
your heart, for everything you do flows from it.” [We become what we 
consume.]


vii) Isolation — Proverbs 18:1 (NKJV): “A man who isolates himself 
seeks his own desire; He rages against all wise judgment.” [You don't 
feel like you're fighting wisdom, but you are.]


C. Why do we do this? Humanity is “simple.” 

(1) Proverbs Diagnosis: We are all “simple” (assumption: we all need this)

(2) “The simple” are contrasted with “the wise” throughout Proverbs

(3) You will fall into one of these two camps – Note your reaction. Do you accept 

it or reject it?

(4) “Simple” : A Hebrew word meaning, “‘to be open.’ [The simple] keeps his 2

options open. He is uncommitted. To what? To the act of gaining wisdom. 
He's easily overtaken by impulse. And because of this apathy toward 
discretion, the simple suffer. “The prudent sees danger and hides himself, 
but the simple go on and suffer for it” (Proverbs 22:3; 27:12). 


(5) Why [do the simple] keep doing this? Because Caution, discernment, and 
wise counsel interfere with our passions.


(6) Action: So the simple must reach for humility over passion. (This is why, 
incidentally, that verse 7 tells us the fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom.)


III. To The Simple… 
[1] The proverbs of Solomon, son of David, king of Israel:


	 [2] To know wisdom and instruction,

	 	 to understand words of insight,


1) To know wisdom and instruction.

2) To understand words of insight.


	 [3] to receive instruction in wise dealing,
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	 	 in righteousness, justice, and equity;

	 [4] to give prudence to the simple,

	 	 knowledge and discretion to the youth—

	 [5] Let the wise hear and increase in learning,

	 	 and the one who understands obtain guidance,

	 [6] to understand a proverb and a saying,

	 	 the words of the wise and their riddles.


[7] The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge;

	 	 fools despise wisdom and instruction. 


A. Verse 2a: To know wisdom and instruction

1. Corresponds with verses 3-4

2. Wisdom and instruction in: wise dealing, righteousness, justice, equity, prudence, 

knowledge and discretion to youth (not just about personal wisdom)

B. Verse 2b: To understand words of insight


1. Corresponds with 6

2. Words of insight to: Understand a proverb and a saying, the words of the wise and 

their riddles — Why riddles? To grow in wisdom we have to chew on wisdom.

C. Verse 5 — A profound truth: Before one can get wisdom, he or she must want wisdom. 

Wisdom is a posture before it’s a possession. 

D. Verse 7: Next week


IV. Wisdom Has A Name: 1 Corinthians 1:30 — “And because of him [God who saves us] you 
are in Christ Jesus, who becomes to us wisdom from God…”


V. Prayer
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