
November 19, 2017 

Wisdom Cries Aloud | Seated With Christ 
Ephesians 1:3-14 
____________________________________________________________

Advent series, The Waiting:

• December 3—24

• Mary, Zechariah, The Angels, and Simeon

Two ideas:

1. Living skillfully in a fallen world

2. What does it mean to be blessed in a fallen world?

Last week’s Diagram
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It Was Always About Going Into The World

Genesis 12:1-3: Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your 

kindred and your father's house to the land that I will show you. [2] And I will 

make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so 

that you will be a blessing. [3] I will bless those who bless you, and him who 

dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be 

blessed.” 

• Remember: What does it look like to be blessed?

• The Promised Land was only the beginning...

Romans 4:13: For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be 

heir of the world did not come through the law but through the righteousness of 

faith.

Acts 3:25-26: You are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant that God 

made with your fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘And in your offspring shall all the 

families of the earth be blessed.’ [26] God, having raised up his servant, sent him 

to you first, to bless you by turning every one of you from your wickedness.” 

• Context: Peter’s words to religious leaders; speaking of the coming of the 

Messiah who would restore all things (vs. 21).

• Blessings of Abraham: Turning from wickedness and having peace with God.

• We are seeing the fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham!

Into Danger

1 Peter 1:1: Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect exiles of 

the Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 

• Peter refers to his Gentile readers as “elect exiles”
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• Peter views his readers as being a new kind of Israel in exile

• 1:4 speaks of a heavenly inheritance 

• In the in-between: Between the Promised Land and the New Creation (PEA)

• Proverbs 2:20-22: So you will walk in the way of the good and keep to the 

paths of the righteous. 21 For the upright will inhabit the land, and those with 

integrity will remain in it, 22 but the wicked will be cut off from the land, and the 

treacherous will be rooted out of it. 

Diagram

The War of the Present Evil Age

• “Heavenly places” is only used in Ephesians.

• “Heavenly places” is used 5 times in Ephesians.

• Heavenly places: “an invisible spiritual environment, as contrasted with the 

visible, tangible environment we call earth. It is the realm of all the unseen 

forces, good and evil, which struggle to dominate the individual and corporate 

life of humanity.”1

1. Ephesians 1:3: We are blessed in Christ with every spiritual blessing in 

the heavenly places
- “In Christ”: 11 times in verses 1-14 (CONTRAST with “in the land”)

Old Covenant New Covenant (Grace)

Place Promised Land (“The Land”) The World (Present Evil Age)

Provision Abundant Resources Our Needs; contentment

Protection From Foreign Invaders From Satan; Perseverance

Presence Manifested at Temple Inner Presence of God; Church

Sign Circumcision Circumcision of the Heart

 Foulkes, Francis. Ephesians. The Tyndale New Testament Commentaries. 54-55.1
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1. We are faithful in Christ Jesus

2. We are blessed in Christ

3. God chose us in Christ

4. In love he predestined us for adoption through Jesus

5. We are blessed in the Beloved: 

6. God gave us wisdom & insight into his purposes set forth in Christ

7. We are and will be united in Christ 

8. In him we have redemption, the forgiveness of our sins

9. We have an inheritance in Christ

10. We hope in Christ

11. In Christ we were sealed with the Holy Spirit


2. Ephesians 1:20: [God] raised [Christ] from the dead and seated him at his 

right hand in the heavenly places
- Christ’s total authority over all things, in heaven and on earth (not only 

over demonic hosts, but all history)

2. Ephesians 3:10: through the church the manifold wisdom of God might 

now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly 

places.
- Both angelic beings and demonic principalities watch God’s working 

through us, the church — the angelic hosts rejoice as they watch us and 

demonic principalities, though they try everything they can to hinder us, 

watch in horror as God’s unstoppable plan advances through the church, 

the seed of Abraham!

3. Ephesians 6:12: For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but 

against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers 

over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the 

heavenly places.
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4. Ephesians 2:4-6: But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love 

with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, 

made us alive together with Christ-by grace you have been saved — 6 

and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly 

places in Christ Jesus
• Francis Foulkes: “Christians not only have faith in him; their life is in him. As the root 

in the soil, the branch in the vine, the fish in the sea, the bird in the air, so the place 
of the Christian’s life is in Christ. Physically his or her life is in the world; spiritually it 
is lifted above the world to be in Christ…There is the implication that wherever 
Christians may be, in whatever difficult environment, threatened by materialism or 
paganism…overwhelmed by the pressures of non-Christian life, they are in Christ.” 
2

• We live our lives here, in this broken place, but we are lifted above it. 

Conclusion

• These words aren’t promises for the apathetic so they can remain apathetic. 

These are promises to the saints, the children of Abraham, as we live in this 

dark world with increasing skill and seek to bring redemption to every person 

from every ethnic group under heaven.

• Am I saying you won’t have physical blessings? No, but...
- We are not entitled to physical blessings (God doesn’t owe us)
- Every good thing that happens in our life is an opportunity to idolize those 

things or to stay humble and praise God.
- I’m not saying God doesn’t bless his people with physical blessings (I don’t 

think scripture teaches that either). I am saying (along with scripture) that 

no blessing we have on this earth compares with the glory of our heavenly 

inheritance.

 Ibid. 52. 2
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