
October 15, 2017

Wisdom Cries Aloud | Wisdom Will Save You 
Proverbs 2 

Scripture Reading: Proverbs 2 
[1] My son, if you receive my words and treasure up my commandments with you, 
[2] making your ear attentive to wisdom and inclining your heart to understanding; 
[3] yes, if you call out for insight and raise your voice for understanding, 
[4] if you seek it like silver and search for it as for hidden treasures, 
[5] then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the knowledge of God. 

[6] For the LORD gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understanding; 
[7] he stores up sound wisdom for the upright; he is a shield to those who walk in 
integrity, [8] guarding the paths of justice and watching over the way of his saints. 
[9] Then you will understand righteousness and justice and equity, every good path; 
[10] for wisdom will come into your heart, and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul; 

[11] discretion will watch over you, understanding will guard you, [12] delivering you 
from the way of evil, from men of perverted speech, [13] who forsake the paths of 
uprightness to walk in the ways of darkness, [14] who rejoice in doing evil and delight in 
the perverseness of evil, [15] men whose paths are crooked, and who are devious in 
their ways. [16] So you will be delivered from the forbidden woman, from the adulteress 
with her smooth words, [17] who forsakes the companion of her youth and forgets the 
covenant of her God; [18] for her house sinks down to death, and her paths to the 
departed; [19] none who go to her come back, nor do they regain the paths of life. 

[20] So you will walk in the way of the good and keep to the paths of the righteous. 
[21] For the upright will inhabit the land, and those with integrity will remain in it, 
[22] but the wicked will be cut off from the land, and the treacherous will be rooted out 
of it. (ESV) 
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I. The Threat — PROVERBS 2:11-19 
A. 2 Kinds of Toxic Relationships


1. Proverbs 2:11-19:

	 	 “…discretion will watch over you, understanding will guard you,  

	 	 [12] delivering you from the way of evil, from men of perverted speech, 
	 	 [13] who forsake the paths of uprightness to walk in the ways of darkness, 
	 	 [14] who rejoice in doing evil and delight in the perverseness of evil,  
	 	 [15] men whose paths are crooked, and who are devious in their ways. 

	 	 [16] So you will be delivered from the forbidden woman, from the 

adulteress with her smooth words, [17] who forsakes the companion of 	 	 	
her youth and forgets the covenant of her God; 

a) Men of Perverted Speech & the Adulterous Woman

b) Note: Written specifically to young, male nobles learning how to help 

manage the kingdom of Israel and serve the king in the royal court

(1) They must beware of people who would attempt to corrupt them for 

political gain — conniving men who posture as allies but only seek 
personal gain & adulterous women who will undermine their moral 
credibility, leading to their disqualification. 


(2) We must be similarly wary of those people to whom we give relational 
influence to in our lives:

(a) Corrupt people who will resort to any slander or back-stabbing to 

promote their own agenda or just to get ahead. Any disloyal 
“friend” you have will be disloyal to you. 


(b) See the affair before it happens: “You make me feel alive again…
you treat me right”


(c) Conduct A Relationship Audit

i) Assess the conversation topics…do they trend toward life or 

death? Is encouragement rare or common?

ii) What are the core values of this group?


(1) Do you easily find yourself in the “doghouse?”  Do you have 
to perform in order to be restored to full “membership?”  
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(2) How do they speak about their spouses — honorably or 
dishonorably? 


(3) How do they speak of their “friends” when they aren’t 
around? 


(4) Is it possible to be a part of this relationship circle and still 
be loved if you are known, brokenness and all? 


(5) Does this group generally bring about flourishing to the 
world around? Or is there a latent racism, elitism, or 
materialistic impulse?


2. 2nd Threat — Death 
1

	 	 [18] for her house sinks down to death, and her paths to the departed; 
	 	 [19] none who go to her come back, nor do they regain the paths of life. 

a) “Death and die” — Spoken of or alluded to over 40 times in Proverbs

b) Interestingly, only a few speak of literal death.

c) Here’s the reason, according to Derek Kidner: “Death is a whole realm in 

conflict with life…If we think of physical death as the center of this realm, 
there is a far side wrapped in mystery [expressed as Sheol or Abaddon] 
and pictured as the deep abode of the dead; but there is also a near side. 
Death throws its shadow over the living, in the forms of sickness, 
calamity, and above all, sin.” Then, ominously he says, “A man can stray 
into death’s territory and find himself among its citizens before he ever 
quits this earth” — Derek Kidner


d) Proverbs 9:18 — “But he does not know that the dead are there, that her 
guests are in the depths of Sheol.”


e) Solomon knows this and is desperately trying to keep his son from this 
citizenship. And so should we with our children (and friends).


II. A Better Relationship — PROVERBS 2:1-5 
My son, if you receive my words and treasure up my commandments with you, 
[2] making your ear attentive to wisdom and inclining your heart to understanding; 

 Kidner, Derek. Proverbs. Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries. IVP Academic. 51.1
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[3] yes, if you call out for insight and raise your voice for understanding, [4] if you seek it 
like silver and search for it as for hidden treasures, [5] then you will understand the fear 
of the LORD and find the knowledge of God. 

A. The Fear of God (Intimacy with God)

1. Ron: “fear and amazement; awe; reverential respect mixed with fear and 

wonder; dread inspired by something great or majestic.

2. Derek Kidner: “A worshipping submission; in its full sense, it is a relationship, 

dependent on revelation and inseparable from character” (<—Note how 
character is inseparable from relationship )
2

3. Remember: When we talk about knowing “Lady Wisdom,” we are talking 
about a beautiful aspect of God’s personality and character that he wants us 
to know and interact with. 


4. Intimacy with God does not and cannot happen in a vacuum in this world. 
We live in a world in the throes of natural disasters, suffering, the oppressive 
acts the evil, sickness and disease, and our own evil impulses, not to 
mention all sorts of Satanic interference in human affairs. Unfortunately, 
many of us are misguided in our noble pursuit of God. We to experience him, 
but usually in the context of trouble-free ecstasy. But we most powerfully 
meet with God in our own pain, in the midst of our trials, and as we navigate 
life in this broken world. To know God is more than the acquisition of skillful 
living. It is living skillfully while cultivating a heart that is tender toward God.


B. How To Know God

1. Heart posture: 


a) Receive —> Treasure —> Make your ear attentive —> incline your heart 
—> Call out —> raise your voice —> search for it as hidden treasures 
(increases in intensity)


b) This is more than merely a pursuit of skills to get by in this world. This is a 
pursuit of something priceless — the knowledge of God (“revelation 
inseparable from character,” hand-in-hand)


 Of all but a handful of times “God” is mentioned in Proverbs, the word is Yahweh — the covenant-relationship name God 2

revealed to his people. God wants to be known. 
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c) Community: Underneath this is the belief that we need to be needy. 
Recently, I was experiencing a low moment, some discouragement, and 
a friend filled me with courage with his timely and caring words: he 
reminded me of God’s grace; he reminded me that I need to be needy — 
to be needy for God and to be needy for my friends who hold up my 
arms when I’m feeling weak. I needed those words. Lady Wisdom came 
to me in my sorrow. I met with God. And it was through the tender words 
of a loving friend. This is underneath what Solomon is saying here. 
Sometimes — a lot of the time — God speaks to us this way. Which is 
why it’s no wonder the Woman Folly attempts to undermine our lives with 
ungodly influences in order to carry our hearts away from God. 


d) The problem is that many people only conform to this during life’s 

emergencies. 

(1) We don’t stay low, humble, and eager for others to pour their wisdom 

onto us.

(2) Apathy is our chief enemy: Proverbs 1:24-25 — “Because I have 

called and you refused to listen…you have ignored all my counsel and 
would have none of my reproof”


III. The Gift of Knowing God — PROVERBS 2:6-12 

A. The Heart of this Passage: “If then…” 

1. 1,3,4 


a) Vs. 1 — “if you receive my words and treasure up my commandments”

b) Vs. 3 — “if you call out for insight”

c) Vs. 4 — “if you seek it [wise counsels] like silver” 

2. 5,9

a) Vs. 5 — “then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the 

knowledge of God” (to know God)

b) Vs. 9 — “Then you will understand righteousness and justice and equity, 

every good path” (to walk the right path, bringing life to the world)

3. God’s gifts of wisdom — let’s just read the poetry and feel it…
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[6] For the LORD gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understanding; 
[7] he stores up sound wisdom for the upright; he is a shield to those who walk in 
integrity, [8] guarding the paths of justice and watching over the way of his saints. 
[9] Then you will understand righteousness and justice and equity, every good path; 
[10] for wisdom will come into your heart, and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul; 
[11] discretion will watch over you, understanding will guard you, [12] delivering you 
from the way of evil 

IV. Benediction 
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