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Wisdom Cries Aloud | Sound Wisdom & Discretion  
Proverbs 3:1-22 

Scripture Reading: Proverbs 3 (NIV) 

1 My son, do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands in your heart, 
2 for they will prolong your life many years and bring you peace and prosperity. 

3 Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on 
the tablet of your heart. 4 Then you will win favor and a good name in the sight of God 
and man. 

5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 
6 in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight. 

7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and shun evil. 
8 This will bring health to your body and nourishment to your bones. 

9 Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; 
10 then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new 
wine. 

11 My son, do not despise the Lord’s discipline, and do not resent his rebuke, 
12 because the Lord disciplines those he loves, as a father the son he delights in. 

13 Blessed are those who find wisdom, those who gain understanding, 
14 for she is more profitable than silver and yields better returns than gold. 
15 She is more precious than rubies; nothing you desire can compare with her. 
16 Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand are riches and honor. 
17 Her ways are pleasant ways, and all her paths are peace. 
18 She is a tree of life to those who take hold of her; those who hold her fast will be 
blessed. 

19 By wisdom the Lord laid the earth’s foundations, by understanding he set the 
heavens in place; 20 by his knowledge the watery depths were divided, and the clouds 
let drop the dew. 

21 My son, do not let wisdom and understanding out of your sight, preserve sound 
judgment and discretion; 22 they will be life for you, an ornament to grace your neck. 
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I. Introduction 
A. Solomon has written and collected wise sayings for his son and other young 

nobles who will be responsible to serve in the royal court in administering the 

kingdom of Israel. 

B. But these wisdom maxims aren’t intended only for nobility. Lady Wisdom calls 

out to everyone (8:4-5) because God desires that we know how to live as 

restored human beings, especially in regards to how we conduct our daily 
affairs. 


II. Crux of Proverbs 3 — Verses 19-20 
By wisdom the Lord laid the earth’s foundations, by understanding he set the heavens 
in place; 20 by his knowledge the watery depths were divided, and the clouds let drop 
the dew. 

A. God created by his power, but wisdom was his impulse to create.


B. By his wisdom, God created the heavens and the earth, and by his wisdom he 
established the laws of nature (e.g. environments and climates for life)


C. He’s not just waxing philosophical here; there’s a point — note verse 21-22:


My son, do not let wisdom and understanding out of your sight, preserve sound 
judgment and discretion; 22 they will be life for you 

D. He appeals to the wisdom of creation to strengthen his appeal to his son to live 
by wisdom in the creation.


E. Why? Because the earth was made by God’s wisdom, to live on this earth 
requires wisdom. When we choose folly (or our own ways), we are living against 
the grain of creation. 


F. Like putting batteries in a device backwards. It won’t work. 


III. But first, adopt this posture... 

1 My son, do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands in your heart, 2 for they 
will prolong your life many years and bring you peace and prosperity. 

A. Remember 2:1-5: Regarding the teaching that Solomon gives his son, he tells 
him to accept, store up, turn your ear, apply your heart, call out for, cry out for, 
and search as for treasure. 
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B. We need to always be bending our hearts toward humility — because this is 
hard. (But it’s not hard because “God is impossible to please.”  It’s hard 
because we are in a struggle to reclaim our humanity in Christ.)


IV. Prayer. — Benediction 

Next Week… 

- Now about these “promises”… 
- 5 Wisdom Categories? 
- The Balance — The real prize!
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