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Proverbs 3:1-12 

Proverbs 3 “Promises” 

• :1-2: Obedience –> Long and peaceful life


• :3-4: Love and faithfulness –> favor and success with God and man


• :5-6: Trust God with everything –> Direction and care


• :7-8: Humility –> Healing & refreshment 


• :9-10: Honor God with wealth –> Provision will be plenty/overflowing 


• :11-12: Embrace God’s discipline


What are proverbs? 

• Brief, poetic, pithy statements from a divine perspective on how to live life wisely

• The assurances (“promises”) given are the likely outcomes we may experience when 

we weave the wisdom of Proverbs into our lives (practicing its wisdom)


• The New Testament gives different outcomes for our obedience to God’s commands 
and wise living...


• Note — I’ve got a couple of goals today: Continue our series on Proverbs by calling 
us to wise living for God’s glory; I need to teach you how to reconcile apparent 
contradictions in scripture (subpar theology happens when we don’t properly interact 
with these questions — a prosperity theology that ignores the full counsel of scripture 
which ultimately crushes the faith of its adherents).


How The New Testament Addresses Blessings 

Jesus: Matthew 5:1-12


• These blessings are pronounced on people who embrace the counterintuitive life of 
the kingdom and, because of their loyalty to Jesus, who endure trials in this present 
age.


• Jesus is prospecting for his true followers, like panning for “gold”
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1 Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples 
came to him.

2 And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:

3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

• The soul carrying the relentless weight of angst and torment 

4 "Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.


• Sad; grieving 

5 "Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.


• Refuse to use power, coercion, meanness, or control to make their way through this 
life


6 "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be 
satisfied.


• Passion for the things of God (rather than of this world)

7 "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.


• Mercy only looks like mercy when it feels undeserved.

8 "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

• Prov. 4:23-24: “Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the springs of life. 

24 Put away from you crooked speech, and put devious talk far from you.”

9 "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.


• People who work to bring about understanding and charity 

10 "Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 11 "Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and 
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for 

your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before 

you.

• 2 Timothy 3:12: “Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be 

persecuted” (Healing and refreshment?)


• Assurance: a great reward in heaven.


• These blessings aren’t favor that is earned by doing these virtues. “Happy are you,” 
another translation of “blessed,” are those who embrace life in God’s kingdom — a 
complex life made up of sorrow and gladness, patient waiting and delayed 
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gratification, the hard but glorious work of peacemaking, the cultivated virtues of 
mercy and humility, a singular desire for God’s righteousness to abound in every 
corner of civilization, and a heart that grows purer and purer as we worship him. This 
is the life that is truly blessed, according to Jesus Christ. 


Concluding Points 

• Does this mean that we should view the good things that have happened to us as 
mere chance and not from God? Absolutely not! Whenever we have a chance to 
praise God for a good gift we should. We should cultivate a life of gratitude for God 
and praise of God. 


• But remember, according to Solomon, the knowledge of God and the wisdom of 
God, pictured as “Lady Wisdom” in Proverbs, “is better than gain from silver and her 
profit better than gold. She is more precious than jewels, and nothing you desire can 
compare with her” (Proverbs 3:14-15). Our aim should be Jesus, not the blessings 
he provides.


• Next week: We’re going to answer the question why. Why did all this change with the 
New Testament? Get ready to learn more about your bible...


Benediction
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