
Washed, Sanctified, Justified 1 Corinthians 6:1-11 July 12, 2015

1. Introduction: Stumbling blocks 

• Christian stumbling blocks to Muslims 
- The belief that the bible is corrupted 
- The assumption that Christians believe God had sex with Mary ("Son of God") 

• Today: stumbling blocks to people from the LGBT community 

2. Four Stumbling Blocks 

> First Stumbling Block: Hostility 
1 Corinthians 6:1-4: "When one of you has a grievance against another, does he dare go 
to law before the unrighteous instead of the saints? 2 Or do you not know that the saints 
will judge the world? And if the world is to be judged by you, are you incompetent to try 
trivial cases? 3 Do you not know that we are to judge angels? How much more, then, 
matters pertaining to this life! 4 So if you have such cases, why do you lay them before 
those who have no standing in the church?" 

• The apostle Paul is not fussing at the world; he is fussing at the church! 

• But the Christians in our culture seem to predominantly yell at the world rather than love 

and serve it. 

• Of course, Christians should call non-believing people to repentance. But gently... 
- 2 Timothy 2:24-25: "And the Lord's servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to 

everyone, able to teach, patiently enduring evil, 25 correcting his opponents with 
gentleness. God may perhaps grant them repentance leading to a knowledge of 
the truth" 

- 1 Peter 3:15-17: "but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being 
prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that 
is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, 16 having a good conscience, so 
that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be 
put to shame. 17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God's 
will, than for doing evil." 

•  Many of you are not unkind to people from the LGBT community, but we must 

remember that this is the perception of our community. So the burden is on us... 
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> Second Stumbling Block: Hypocrisy 
1 Corinthians 6:5-6: "I say this to your shame. Can it be that there is no one among you 
wise enough to settle a dispute between the brothers, 6 but brother goes to law against 
brother, and that before unbelievers?" 

• It's a total failure that non-believing judges have to help Christians reconcile. It's even 

worse that our conflict is paraded before the non-believers of our world. 

• It's a big deal to God when our behavior undermines the gospel in the eyes of 

non-believers. But how?... 

• While many believers wring their hands at the sins of the world, much of its own sin flies 

(and festers) under the radar:  
- Escalating divorce rates; 
- Rampant porn addiction; 
- Widespread fornication. 

• All the while responding in terror and protest over gay people who get married.  

• In no way is the leadership of the church ambiguous on this issue. We firmly believe that 

all forms of homosexual practice are sin.  

• But because the church's response is so disproportionate, the people of the LGBT 

community can't help but think that we are homophobic bigots who are out to destroy 

them.  

• We must hold ourselves accountable to the gospel we say we love.  

• Look at 1 Corinthians 5:9-11: "I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually 
immoral people - not at all meaning the sexually immoral of this world, or the greedy and 
swindlers, or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the world. 11 But now I 
am writing to you not to associate with anyone who bears the name of brother if he is 
guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler - not 
even to eat with such a one." 

• Anecdote: my conversation with my fornicating friend. 

• If we truly want a legitimate prophetic voice in our culture we are going to have 

to cultivate legitimate prophetic behavior. 
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> Third Stumbling Block: Heresy 
1 Corinthians 6:9-10: "Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom 
of God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 
men who practice homosexuality, 10 nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor 
revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God." 

• The apostle Paul does not soften the Gospel in order to be relevant.  

• There is no Greek word that directly translates into the word, "homosexuality."   

• Two Greek words used in this verse relating to homosexuality: 
- Malakoi: Slang often appearing in Ancient Greek texts describing "passive [sexual] 

partners - often young boys - in homosexual activity."  1

- Arsenokoitai:  
- Because this word is virtually unknown before 1 Corinthians, some have 

suggested that its meaning is unknown.  
- But the scholar, Robin Scroggs, demonstrated that it is a direct translation of 

the Hebrew phrase, "lying with a male," found in Leviticus 18:22 & 20:13 and 

in other rabbinic texts which refer to general homoerotic activity.  
- Recommend: Richard Hays', The Moral Vision Of The New Testament. 

• One of the most frightening developments in the last 20-years has been the diminishing 

of the urgency of sexual purity. Some say that this issue is nothing more than a gray area 

on which we can kindly disagree; to live and let live. But the warnings of eternal 

judgment attached to the bible's prohibition of homosexual practice should cause all of 

us to quiver in our boots.  

• If we are guilty of ever affirming or endorsing a behavior that the Scriptures unequivocally 

condemn as sinful, then we as a church will have to answer to God for being false 

teachers, the blind leading the blind, and guiding people away from eternal salvation.   

• If we don't share the full counsel of God with these people, we are keeping them from 

finding salvation and hope in Jesus.  

 Hays, Richard B. The Moral Vision Of The New Testament. 382.1
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> Fourth Stumbling Block: Hospitality 
1 Corinthians 6:11: "And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were 
sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our 
God." 

• AND SUCH WERE SOME OF YOU. Notice that some members of the Corinthian church 

once practiced the gay lifestyle.  

• Despite how dysfunctional this church was, they had a history of reaching the precious 

people of the gay community.  

• This means they knew gay people and shared the gospel with gay people and they likely 

had ongoing friendships with gay people.  

• Will we be hospitable to this community or shun them? 

• ROSARIA CHAMPAGNE BUTTERFIELD BOOK 

• Notice this is all past tense, yet the Corinthian believers are struggling.  
- Paul is reminding them of their identity in Christ - that they belong to God. 
- Paul is calling them to repent of their sin and return to life in Jesus, picking up their 

crosses once again to follow him. 
- And Paul is reminding them that despite their struggle to break away from sin that 

God's love for them is unbroken and they will one day be set free from temptation 

and they will one day be forever healed. 

• Anecdote: Quotation from Scott Sauls' book, Jesus Outside The Lines: "What if the 

church were full of people who were loving and safe, willing to walk alongside 

people who struggle? What if there were people in the church who kept 

confidences, who took the time to be Jesus to those who struggle with 

homosexuality? What if the church were what God intended it to be?" - An 

anonymous same-sex attracted Christian 
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