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Introduction: 

 • In 2008 I had the opportunity to do mission work in China. I led an international         
youth group that had representation from 16 different countries in it where the 
majority of the students' families were missionaries in China.   

 • I was there for right at 3 years, and came home to get married to Traci. It was         
such a weird time for me because I was coming back to a culture that was 
completely different than what I had lived in for 3 years. I came back to no job, 
no "mission", and to a woman who I knew better than anyone I had ever dated, 
yet didn't know her at all! (Only married people can cosign that!)  

 • I was struggling with my identity. "Who am I?" "What is my value?" "Why would         
God still care about me if I no longer have that title of missionary?".  

 • I realized that I considered myself valuable because of what I could do for God.         
"God I'm going to make you proud that you saved me!" Have you ever had 
these thoughts? Have you ever experienced loss or struggle and found your 
whole world being turned upside down and experienced doubt in your faith 
because of that loss? I did, and do you know what God showed me? My 
thoughts about Jesus and my walk with him reeked of pride! Pride in my 
abilities, pride in my work. And God promises that he will humble the proud.  

 • What is God's response to those who take pride in their work, as if that work will         
make them acceptable before God, instead of, in humility, submit themselves to 
the Lord and His saving work on the cross? 

Isaiah 66:1-2 
"Thus says the Lord: 'Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool; what is the 
house that you would build for me, and what is the place of my rest? All these things 
my hand has made and so all these things came to be, declares the Lord. But this is the 
one to whom I will look: he who is humble and contrite in spirit and trembles at my 
word."  

Big Thoughts: 

 • Our identity does not come from the work of our hands, but in the work of         
God and His son, Jesus.  

 ◦ Let's look at our identity first.                     
 ◦ We need to take a look at the history of Isaiah and the words that he                    

spoke to the Israelites to get a proper understanding of the context. 
During a period of rebelliousness, God allowed for the Babylonians to 



come and capture the Israelites. Imagine being a part of the nation of 
God, experiencing all the rights and benefits that being a child of the 
Most High brings. Imagine being taken into captivity by a nation that 
hates your God, and hates you because of who your God is. You can 
almost imagine the Israelites sitting around their dinner table, reminiscing 
about the days when they were in Jerusalem, and the days where they 
were able to worship in the temple that their ancestors built, that housed 
the very presence of God. Imagine them longing for those days, and the 
pride that they felt when they walked in the temple.  

 ◦ You can understand their frustration though. I'm sure they were at a loss                    
because of their current situation, being in exile. Away from the very 
place of worship that God had commanded them to build for Him.  

 ▪ Our identity can be sinfully placed in good things. The majority of                              
the time we think of misplaced worship, and worldly things come 
to mind. Relationships, idols, addictions, and the like. But how 
often do we take God-given gifts and place them  

 ▪ God tells the Israelites that their identity cannot be placed in                              
buildings that they have built, because God is much bigger than 
those things. God cannot be walled in by temples and cannot be 
manipulated by what happens inside those temples.  

 ▪ Just like the Israelites, we cannot contain God or place Him inside                              
a box based on what we do for Him. "God, look at what I have 
done for you", "now you should love me", or "now give me the 
desires of my heart." Now we would never verbalize this, but take 
a moment and examine your life. Is this the posture of your 
relationship with God. Have you placed God at your service 
because of your attitude regarding the work of your hands?  

 ▪ I did this. When I left my ministry position in China, I realized that                              
my identity was in being known as a "missionary in China", instead 
of as a child of the Most High God. I enjoyed having the 
perception of being able to place WHAT I DID in front of God in 
order for HIM TO BE PLEASED WITH ME AND ULTIMATELY 
ACCEPT ME.  

 ▪ For our worship to be TRUE worship, which is really what the work                              
of our hands is, it must come from a place of our spirits being 
assured that our identity is not found in the work of our hands, but 
in the work of Jesus on the cross.  

 • Our hope comes from knowing the future that God has for those who have         
faith. (Isaiah 65:17-25)  

 ◦ So where does our hope lie?                    



 ◦ What is our future?                     
 ◦ Sin will no longer be a separating, destroying force in God's city (18-19)                    
 ◦ There will be no need for tears of sadness. We will experience God's                    

everlasting peace and gladness. (19)  
 ◦ Death will be no more. No longer will we experience the overwhelming                    

grief of loss. (20)  
 ◦ We will no longer labor in vain. We will not experience working hard, long                    

hours and see others succeed due to our work. (21-23)  
 ◦ We will no longer labor with the effects of sin battling against the spirit of                    

God inside of us. How many of you can relate to Paul's words in Romans 
7:15-25 

 ▪ "I don't really understand myself, for I want to do what is right, but                              
I don't do it. Instead, I do what I hate. But if I know that what I am 
doing is wrong, this shows that I agree that the law is good. So I 
am not the one doing wrong; it is sin living in me that does it. And 
I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. I 
want to do what is right, but I can't. I want to do what is good, but 
I don't. I don't want to do what is wrong, but I do it anyway. But 
when I do what I don't want to do, I am not really the one doing 
wrong; it is sin living in me that does it. I have discovered this 
principle of life- that when I want to do what is right, I inevitably do 
what is wrong. I love God's law with all my heart. But there is 
another power within me that is at war with my mind. This power 
makes me a slave to the sin that is still within me. Oh what a 
miserable person I am! Who will free me from this life that is 
dominated by sin and death? Thank God! The answer is in Jesus 
Christ our Lord.” 

So What Does This Mean for Us? 
  
 • If our identity and hope comes from Jesus, then we must walk in humility         

and brokenness before God.  
 ◦ Ask yourself the question: When I stand in front of God, what will be the                    

'crowns' that I place before Him? Will it be like the conversation that 
happens in Matthew 7: 21-23 or will your value come from the work that 
Jesus did on the cross for you?  

 • We must have a reverence for God's word, and be eager to obey it!          
 • Humility and brokenness become our greatest evangelistic and sanctifying         

tool 
 ◦ Isaiah 57:15                    



 ◦ The Most High dwells in a high and holy place, with those who are                    
contrite and low in spirit. And we have the opportunity,as contrite and low 
in spirit, to help revive those who are low in spirit and broken hearted.  

 ◦ There is nothing more unattractive to someone who doesn't believe in                    
Jesus, than someone that is constantly puffing out their chest and making 
themselves the hero of their story. We are all just "beggars" telling other 
"beggars" where they can find "bread".  

 ◦ Do you not remember what your life was like before Christ? If you can't                    
remember a time of extreme brokenness and the Spirit of God reviving 
your heart, then you must examine your heart to find out whether or not 
you are in the faith at all!  

 ◦ If you truly want to see God use you to be agents of reconciliation, then                    
walk in humility with a posture of brokenness, and God will use you!  

 ◦ Where there is humility and brokenness, Jesus says "I am there"                    


