
Sunday, May 31, 2015

You Better Wise Up | Week 6: “Grieving, Rebuked and Hopeful” 

Ecclesiastes 7:1-12 

I. Introduction: Life is Complex 
A. Wisdom literature: Not cut and dry (Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs) 
B. Wisdom literature is not easy 

1. Many people just want rules - simple, absolute, require no discernment/prayer 
2. Some people are satisfied with proof texts or magic verses, ignoring reality 
3. The result is that the simple remain simple 

C. But for the strong… 
1. Proverbs 1:1-7: “The proverbs of Solomon, son of David, king of Israel: [2] To know 

wisdom and instruction, to understand words of insight, [3] to receive instruction in 
wise dealing, in righteousness, justice, and equity; [4] to give prudence to the simple, 
knowledge and discretion to the youth— [5] Let the wise hear and increase in learning, 
and the one who understands obtain guidance, [6] to understand a proverb and a 
saying, the words of the wise and their riddles. [7] The fear of the LORD is the 
beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction.” 

2. Contemplation leads to a change in belief resulting in a change of behavior.  
3. Wisdom is the result of daily wrestling with life’s complexities for the glory of God. 

II. About the text: Ecclesiastes 7:1-12 
A. Notoriously difficult to understand 
B. These proverbs are the heart of the Book of Ecclesiastes 
C. Answers the question of 6:12: “For who knows what is good for man while he lives the few 

days of his vain life, which he passes like a shadow?” 
III. Text: Three approaches to life each of us must nurture as we follow Jesus. (borrowing 

from Jeffrey Meyers, A Table In The Mist) 
A. 1. Death makes us wiser than birth (Ecclesiastes 7:1-4). 

[1] A good name is better than precious ointment, 
	 	 and the day of death than the day of birth. 
	 [2] It is better to go to the house of mourning 
	 	 than to go to the house of feasting, 
	 for this is the end of all mankind, 
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	 	 and the living will lay it to heart. 
	 [3] Sorrow is better than laughter, 
	 	 for by sadness of face the heart is made glad. 
	 [4] The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning, 
	 	 but the heart of fools is in the house of mirth. 

• Hebrew “Hokma": Living skillfully 

• Mourning someone else’s death leads to reflection on our own lives 

• Age should be of higher value than youth, wisdom over beauty 

• We should grieve old age that is vacant of wisdom.  

• Indicts our happy-clappy society  

• Modern devotionals that surgically remove any texts of scripture that aren’t “happy” 

• A good name is accumulated over a lifetime. Only age can lead to a good name. 

• People often say they don’t care what other people think. God wants to care. 

B. 2. Rebuke is better than shallow praise (Ecclesiastes 7:5-6). 
[5] It is better for a man to hear the rebuke of the wise 

	 	 than to hear the song of fools. 
	 [6] For as the crackling of thorns under a pot, 
	 	 so is the laughter of the fools; 
	 	 this also is vanity. 

• Praise and affirmation feel good, but have no instructional value 

• Psalm 141:5: “Let a righteous man strike me—it is a kindness; let him rebuke me—it is oil 
for my head; let my head not refuse it.” 

• Each of us should have a handful of people in our lives we remind to rebuke us. 

• “The love of truth need fear no one’s censure.” - Augustine  

• Born again people will want to do this - this is not legalism (LOVE OTHERS) 

C. 3. Patient hope is better than idealizing the past (Ecclesiastes 7:8-10). 
[8] Better is the end of a thing than its beginning, 

	 	 and the patient in spirit is better than the proud in spirit. 
	 [9] Be not quick in your spirit to become angry, 
	 	 for anger lodges in the heart of fools. 
	 [10] Say not, “Why were the former days better than these?” 
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	 	 For it is not from wisdom that you ask this. 

• Wisdom doesn’t champion the past over the present. 

• This only leads to anger or withdrawal - neither of which are helpful in grasping wisdom 

• And this poise strips us of any potential to discern God’s dealings with us in the present 

• Remember - wisdom isn’t easily acquired. It requires wrestling with God in the gray areas of 
our lives. 

IV. Conclusion: Ecclesiastes 7:11-12 
[11] Wisdom is good with an inheritance,


	 	 an advantage to those who see the sun.

	 [12] For the protection of wisdom is like the protection of money,

	 	 and the advantage of knowledge is that wisdom preserves the life of 

	 	 	 him who has it. 

• Recall week 1, “Life Under The Sun.” 

• Our perspective is limited. We are not sovereign. 

• It is futile to grasp for leverage on this world. 

• The wise are the ones who truly have the advantage under the sun! 

• Don’t be foolish - those who live by passion and urge and impulse are not the ones who 
are advantaged, who have the “good life.”   

• Those who follow the Lord Jesus Christ, who exchange their ways for his ways, are those 
who are truly blessed. Note Jesus’ words in Matthew 5:3-10: 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. [4] “Blessed are those 
who mourn, for they shall be comforted. [5] “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the 
earth. [6] “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be 
satisfied. [7] “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. [8] “Blessed are the 
pure in heart, for they shall see God. [9] “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be 
called sons of God. [10] “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
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